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TWO QUESTIONNAIRES FOR MEASURING VOCATIONAL NEEDS WERE
DEVELOFED. NEED WAS DEFINED AS "NEED FOR SFECIFIED
REINFORCING CONDITIONS IN THE WORK ENVIRONMENT.* THE
N-FACTORS QUESTIONNAIRE (NFQ) CONSISTED OF 48 TWO-RESFONSE
CHOICE ITEMS, FOUR ITEMS FOR EACH OF 12 SCALES--ACHIEVEMENT,
AUTHORITY, COWORKERS, CREATIVITY AND CHALLENGE, DEPENDENCE,
INDEPENDENCE, MORAL VALUES, RECOGNITION, SECURITY, SELF
EXFRESSION, SOCIAL SERVICE, AND SOCIAL STATUS. THE
QUESTIONNAIRE WAS COMFLETED BY 1,014 EMFLOYEES (521 D1SABLED
AND 493 NONDISABLED) , AND DATA ANALYSIS INDICATED THAT ONLY
FIVE SCALES HAD ADEQUATE RELIABILITIES. THE MINNESOTA
JMPORTANCE QUESTIONNAIRE (MIQ) WAS DEVELOFED BY REVISING AND
EXPANDING THE NFQ. NEW SCALES WERE ABILITY UTILIZATION,
ACTIVITY, ADVANCEMENT, COMPANY FOLICIES AND FRACTICES,

. COMPENSATION, RESPONSIBILITY, SUFERVISION--HUMAN RELATIONS,

AND TECHNICAL, VARIETY, AND WORKING CONDITIONS. THE MIQ WAS
COMPLETED BY 2,308 EMFLOYEES (DISABLEC ANC NONDISABLED)
REPRESENTING BLUE COLLAR, NONSKILLED WHITE COLLAR, SKILLED
WHITE COLLAR AND MANAGERIAL GROUFS, AND 503 COLLEGE STUDENTS.
THE MIQ SCALES WERE SHOWN TO HAVE HIGH RELIABILITIES, AND
APPEARED TO BE USEFUL IN VOCATIONAL CIAGNOSIS. CATA SUFFORTED
THE ASSUMPTION THAT DISABILITY AFFECTS PERSONALITY. IT
SUPPORTED THE *"THEORY OF WORK ADJUSTMENT* WHICH STATED THAT
THE NEED SET OF AN INDIVIDUAL UNDERGOES SOME CHANGES IN
STRUCTURE WHEN THE INDIVIDUAL EXFERIENCES THE REINFORCERS IN
WORK. (PA)
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The Measurement of Vocational Needs

Summary

This bulletin reports on the development of two questionnaires
as measures of vocational needs. The first questionnaire developed,
the N-Factors Questionnaire (NFQ), consisted of 48 two-response-
choice items, 4 items for each of the following 12 scales: Achieve-
ment, Authority, Co-workers, Creativity and Challenge, Depend-
ence, Independence, Moral Values, Recognition, Security, Self-ex-
pression, Social Service and Social Staius. The questionnaire was
completed by 1,014 employed individuals. Analysis of these data in-
dicated that, while the scales were sufficiently independent of each
other to be interpretable as unique dimensions, only five scales had
adequate reliabilities. .

The second questionnaire, the Minnesota Importance Question-
naire (MIQ), was developed by revising and expanding the NFQ.
The number of scales was increased to 20, the number of items to
five per scale, and the number of response choices to five per item. -
The NFQ dimensions were incorporated as scales in the MIQ, and
the following scales were added: Ability Utilization, Activity, Ad-
vancement, Company Policies and Practices, Compensation, Re-
sponsibility, Supervision—Human Relations, Supervision—Techni-
cal, Variety and Working Conditions. The MIQ was completed by
2,308 employed individuals. The MIQ scales were shown to have
high reliabilities. While the scale intercorrelations were higher than
desired, analysis indicated that there was sufficient specific variance
in most of the scales to permit their being interpreted as relatively
unique dimensions. .

MIQ results were analyzed further to determine whether or not
its scales differentiated groups in accordance with expectations de-
rived from the Theory of Work Adjustment, and whether or not
differences existed between disabled and non-disabled workers.
Following are the principal findings from these analyses:

1. Disabled and non-disabled workers differed in both level and
variability on several of the MIQ scales. Generally, mean scale
scores were higher for the non-disabled, but variability was
greater for the disabled. Relative rankings of needs also dif-
fered for the two groups on some scales. Disabled and non-
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

disabled workers differed little in the factor structure of their
needs as measured by the MIQ. There was some indication
that “status” needs (Authority, Independence, Social Status)
were stronger for the disabled (i.e., these constituted more
preferred reinforcers), while work-oriented needs (Achieve-
ment, Advancement, Company Policies and Practices, Co-
workers, Moral Values, Security, Social Service, Supervision-
Human Relations, and Supervision-Technical) were stronger
for the non-disabled. Response to the MIQ was slightly more
reliable for the disabled than for the non-disabled, but for
both groups, all scale reliabilities were high.

Occupational differences were observed in level, variability,
and ranking on many of the MIQ scales. The managerial group
had the highest mean and the smallest variability in scores on
Ability Utilization, Achievement, Advancement, Compensa-
tion, Creativity, Recognition, Responsibility, and Variety. High
mean and low variability also characterized the response of
skilled white-collar workers on Security and Working Condi-
tions, and of the nonskilled white-collar workers on Moral
Values and Activity. The nonskilled blue-collar workers gen-
erally showed the largest variability and the lowest means.
Security was ranked highest by the non-managerial groups,
while the managerial group ranked Advancement highest. All
groups ranked Authority, Independence, and Social Status as
least important. The factor structures underlying response to
the MIQ were similar for the three non-managerial groups.
Covariation on the MIQ scales could be represented on two
dimensions for non-managerial workers. For managers, how-
ever, three dimensions were required. The four occupational
groups showed high reliabilities on most scales.

. Presence or absence of employment experience was related to

response on the MIQ. A pre-employment group of college stu-
dents differed from an employed group of skilled white-collar
and managerial workers in means, variabilities and ranks of
scale scores. On all but one scale, means were lower and vari-
abilities greater for the pre-employment group. While the two
groups also differed in their rankings of scales, both ranked
Ability Utilization first and Social Status last, .Three dimen-
sions were required to account for scale covariation for the
pre-employment group, but the factor structure observed was

2
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

different from that of either the managerial or the skilled
white-collar groups.

These findings are consistent with predictions from the Theory
of Work Adjustment concerning occupational differences and em-
ployment experience differences in need patterns. They thus con-
stitute construct validity for several of the MIQ scales. In addition
to these first evidences of validity, scores on the MIQ scales were
found to be sufficiently stable (test-retest reliability) to warrant its
further use as a research instrument.

Plans for improvement of the MIQ are presented, along with de-
scriptions of validity studies which are being undertaken. The pro-
jected development of Occupational Reinforcer Patterns (to com-
plement Occupational Ability Patterns) is briefly described.

The final section presents directions for use of the MIQ and

available norms.
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Introduction

The Theory of Work Adjustment! focuses on two sets of variables
—abilities and needs—as important to the description of the work
personality and to the explanation of work adjustment. “Abilities”
refer to dimensions of response while “needs” have reference to di-
mensions of reinforcement experience. Response and reinforcement
are separate concepts, and therefore abilities and needs are meas-
ured as independent, if interacting, systems of variables.

Since World War I, much research in vocational, occupational,
and personnel psychology has been devoted to the identification
and measurement of abilities. Needs, on the other hand, have re-
ceived relatively little attention in vocational research. For this
reason, a major effort has been made in the Work Adjustment Pro-
ject to develop an adequate measure of vocational needs.

This Bulletin reports on the development of two instruments for
the measurement of vocational needs. The first of these instruments
pre-dated the Theory of Work Adjustment and was guided primarily
by previous work in the area. The second instrument was developed
simultaneously with the theory and was guided by a combination of
past experience and present theory.

The Theory of Work Adjustment defines needs as ‘“dimensions
of reinforcement experience associated with classes of stimulus con-
ditions which operate differentially as effective reinforcers.” An in-
dividual’s need set grows out of his reinforcement history. While
each individual’s reinforcement history is unique, the Theory im-
plicitly assumes that all individuals in a given culture are exposed
to certain common experiences in their history. As a result, certain
common dimensions of the environment will be identifiable as re-
inforcers for most individuals. There will be other environmental |
dimensions which have reinforcing properties peculiar to a given
individual or to a small subgroup of individuals in a given culture.
The focus of need measurement reported in this Bulletin is on those
dimensions of the work envircnment which are common enough to
result in a set of needs that are identifiable for most individuals in
our culture.

In the context of this Bulletin, then, a “need” is viewed
as a “need-for-specified-reinforcing-conditions-in-the-work-environ-

1Dawis, R. V., England, G. W., and Lofquist, L. H. Minnesota studies in vo-
cational rehabilitation, XV. A theory of work adjustment. Industrial Relations
Center, University of Minnesota, 1964.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

ment.” It is further intended that the dimensions to be included in a
need instrument are those which are common to the majority of
working people.

Considerations in need measurement

For the purposes of the Work Adjustment Project, certain char-
acteristics were regarded as important and desirable in a measure
of v ~ational needs.

One requirement for a need instrument is reliability. Scores on
a need instrument should be reliable in two ways: they should be
internally consistent and they should accurately reflect real changes
in what is being measured. Internal consistency reliability is at its
maximum when error variability is at a minimum. Error variability
occurs when an individual’s response to one or more items in a scale
is inconsistent with his general pattern of response on the scale.

The Theory of Work Adjustment states that the need set of an
individual undergoes some changes in structure when the individual
experiences the reinforcers in work. Needs, therefore, are expected
to be less stable for certain groups of people than for others. For ex-
ample, needs for persons with little or no work experience would
be expected to be less stable than those for persons with many years
of work experience and particularly so for the more exclusively
work-oriented needs. Because of these theoretical expectations, it
becomes important that a need instrument accurately reflect actual
need changes as they occur. On the other hand, stability of scores
over time is also important if the need instrument is to be utilized
for prediction.

Validity is another basic requirement in need measurement.
There should be repeated demonstration that the need instrument
is in fact measuring what it is supposed to be measuring. One such
demonstration, for example, would be need score differences among
groups of satisfied individuals in different occupations (since, accord-
ing to the Theory of Work Adjustment, a need instrument should
reflect the differential effectiveness of different stimulus conditions
as reinforcers of work behavior.) Furthermore, since validity de-
pends on reliability, reliability again becomes of prime importance.

Unidimensionality of scales is a desirable characteristic in a
measure of needs. Unidimensional scales facilitate the interpreta-
tion of validity studies. There is less ambiguity in a finding where it
is known that the scale is measuring only one dimension.

5
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Independence of scales, likewise, is a desirable characteristic in a
need instrument. Again, there is less ambiguity in a finding where
it is known that each scale is measuring something different from
that measured by other scales.

For the purposes of the Work Adjustment Project, it was desired
that the range of need dimensions measured by the instrument
should sample the range of reinforcers commonly found in the work
environment. In additiocn, trans-situational need dimensions were
desired, i.e.,, need dimensions present in a large variety of occupa-
tions. If need dimensions were to cut across all types of occupations,
it was also deemed important that the vocabulary of the instrument
be just as intelligible for a manual laborer as for a college professor.

Furthermore, the data collection procedures used in the Work
Adjustment Project made it imperative that a need instrument be
easy to administer, if possible, completely self-administering. It was
also desired that the need instrument be designed to minimize er-
rors in scoring, and allow scoring to be done by relatively untrained
personnel or by electronic data processing equipment.

Since the need instrument was intended primarily for the Work
Adjustment Project, which depends on the voluntary cooperation
of large numbers of working people, “face validity” was a final im-
portant consideration. It was desired to have a need instrument
which would appear to cooperating individuals to be relevant and
‘consistent with the research goals outlined to them.

The paper and pencil approach to need measurement

The Theory of Work Adjustment defines needs as “dimensions
of reinforcement experience associated with classes of stimulus con-
ditions which operate differentially as effective reinforcers.” This
definition implies a measurement procedure in an experimental set-
ting, where various classes of stimulus conditions can be presented
experimentally to an individual and the reinforcement values of
these stimulus conditions measured as an index of need strength.
This type of procedure should result in the most valid measurement
of needs, but it does not fulfill some of the desired characteristics
of a need measure outlined above, in particular, ease of administra-
tion.

Because of the impracticality of the experimental approach for
the Work Adjustment Project at the present time, a paper-and-pencil
approach to need measurement was attempted. While an experi-

6
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

mental approach yields a direct estimate of need strength, a paper-
and-pencil approach yields the respondent’s evaluation of his needs
in relation to the reinforcers specified in the questionnaire items.
The paper-and-pencil approach is therefore an inferential approxi-
mation of need strength based on self-report.

Measurement in a relatively new area, such as vocational needs,
must deal with the problem of item sampling. Generally, two types
of item sampling procedures are used: domain sampling and di-
mension sampling. Initially, items may be drawn from a wide vari-
ety of sources, such as books, articles, other questionnaires, and ex-
perience, to sample adequately the new domain of measurement.
Domain sampling results in an instrument usually characterized
by relatively low intercorrelations among the items, with some sub-
sets of items having higher correlations among each other than
with the remaining items. Factor analysis of the item intercorrela-
tions reveals the dimensions necessary to represent the domain
adequately.

Scales may then be developed to measure the dimensions which
appeared in the factor analysis of the “domain sampling” items.
First, the dimensions to be measured are defined explicitly, and then
items are written to “sample” each specified dimension. Good di-
mension sampling is characterized by relatively high item inter-
correlations, with all items in a scale correlated with each other at
approximately the same (high) level.

The first instrument reported on in this Bulletin was developed
by a combination of domain and dimension sampling procedures.
Benefiting from this experience, a second instrument was con-
structed using dimension sampling.

Other need-measuring insiruments

It was suggested in Bulletin X of the present series® that a meas-
ure of “vocational needs” would be necessary in the study of work
adjustment. The Edwards Personal Preference Schedule® (EPPS)
was considered for that purpose. However, further study indicated
that the EPPS was inappropriate for use in the Work Adjustment

2 Seott, T. B., Dawis, R. V., England, G. W,, and Lofquist, L. H. Minnesota
studies in vocational rehabilitation, X. A definition of work adjustment. Indus-
trial Relations Center, University of Minnesota, 1960.

s Edwards, A. L. New York: Psychological Corporation, 1953.
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Project. This conclusion was reached on several grounds. First, since
it was planned to study vocational needs among persons employed
at all levels of the occupational hierarchy, the language level of the
EPPS was found inappropriate for many employed persons, es-
pecially those in unskilled and semi-skilled jobs.

Secondly, the EPPS appeared to lack sufficient face validity for
working people. The items, the format and some of the scales, e.g.,
heterosexuality, aggression, and exhibition, did not appear to be
relevant to a study of adjustment at work.

Finally, the fact that the EPPS was developed and standardized
exclusively on college students raised serious doubts about its ap-
plicability to the general working population.

A monograph by Schaffert was studied as a possible source of a
relevant instrument. It appeared that Schaffer’s conceptualization
of need dimensions was appropriate for the study, and consideration
was given to the instrument he developed. However, only three of
Schaffer’s twelve need scales had reliabilities which were adequate
by the usual criterion (r =.80 or greater). Since internal consis-
tency reliability was a prime technical requirement for the de-
sired measure of needs, Schaffer’s instrument was not used.

The third instrument considered was Super’s Work Values In-
ventory® (WVI). Although many of the WVI scales related to di-
mensions which could be construed as vocational needs, such scales
as Altruism, Way of Life and Esthetic appeared to relate more to
“life values” than to vocational needs. While the Theory of Work
Adjustment does not deal with “values,” it would seem that “values”
relate to much broader classes of reinforcers which range well be-
yond the work environment. Super actually differentiates between
“needs” and “values” when he states: “A second problem connected
with the measurement and study of values is that of the identifica-
tion and description of values as distinguished from interests, needs,
adjustment and other personality variables.”¢ (Italics are added.)
Thus the WVI, by its title and the intent of its author, was oriented
primarily toward “values.”

*Schaffer, R. H. Job satisfaction as related to need satisfaction in work.
Psychol. Monogr., 1953, No. 364.

5See, for example, Super, D. E., and Overstreet, Phoebe L. The Vocational
Maturity of Ninth Grade Boys, New York: Teachers College, Columbia Uni-
versity, Bureau of Publications, 1960.

¢ Super, D. E. The structure of work values in relation to status, achievement,
interests, and adjustment, J. appl. Psychol., 1962, 46, p. 231-2.
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Since all three instruments appeared inappropriate as measures
of vocational needs for the Work Adjustment Project, development
of a new instrument was initiated. This Bulletin reports the results
of these developmental efforts.
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The N-Factors Questionnaire

The first Work Adjustment Project attempt to measure voca-
tional needs was based largely on the work of Schaffer.” Schaffer’s
twelve dimensions were used as the basis for the construction of the
N-Factors Questionnaire (NFQ).

Description

The NFQ consists of 48 items; four items for each of the twelve
dimensions.® Each item constitutes a reason for considering an oc-
cupation as “ideal.” The questionnaire first asks the person respond-
ing to specify his ideal occupation. The respondent then: evaluates
each of the 48 items as to whether or not it is a reason for consider-
ing the occupation as ideal. The respondent is asked to “answer ev-
ery statement by saying . . . ‘I think this occupation is the ideal
occupation for me because . ...” From the respondent’s reasons for
his choice of an ideal occupation, a quantitative index of the respond-
ent’s preference for different reinforcers or reinforcement condi-
tions is obtained. The NFQ thus represents an approach to need
measurement which operationally defines “needs” as expressed pre-
ferences for reinforcers.

Response to each of the 48 items is simply a “yes” or a “no.” The
questionnaire is scored by assigning a value of 1 to a “yes” response
and 0 to a “no” response. Thus, scores on a given scale can vary
from 0 to 4. ,

The twelve need dimensions of the NFQ, and brief descriptions
of scale content, are as follows (in alphabetical order):

Achievement: doing a good job; pride in doing good work
Authority: telling others what to do; being a leader
Co-workers: working with a group of people; not working alone

Creativity and Challenge: doing new things; inventing new ap-
proaches to the job

Dependence: not making one’s own decisions; not having a lot of
responsibility :

70p. cit.
8 A copy of the questionnaire appears in the Appendix.

10




Ghdaos cuite A b LR e i o b gt ool

b
%

THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Independence: being one’s own boss; working alone

Moral Values: not doing things which are felt to be wrong; do-
ing things which agree with religious beliefs

Recognition: getting credit for good work; knowing that someone
appreciates a good job

Security: having the security of knowing that pay is forthcom-
ing; not worrying about becoming unemployed

Self-expression: being able to express one’s self; acting the way
one feels

Social Service: helping people; getting pleasure from helping
others

Social Status: getting a chance to meet important people; having
the material evidences of high social status

Data collection

A total of 1,014 completed questionnaires was obtained for an-
alysis. These questionnaires were collected as part of the data col-
lection procedure followed for the Work Adjustment Project.? The
NFQ was administered at one of two points in the data collection
procedure. Interviewees who did not wish to participate in the
psychological testing phase of the project were asked to fill out the
NFQ as part of the home interview. For the interviewees who par-
ticipated in the psychological testing, the NFQ was administered as
part of the psychometric battery. Using this approach, completed
questionnaires were obtained from 521 disabled and 493 nondis-
abled workers.

Sample characteristics

The descriptive characteristics of the NFQ sample are shown in
Table 1. The median age for the sample was 31 years. One third of
the 521 disabled workers had orthopedic disabilities. The neuro-
psychiatric and mental retardation group comprised 17% of the dis-

¢ See, for details of the data collection process, Carlson, R. E, Dawis, R. V,,
England, G. W., and Lofquist, L. H. Minnesota studies in vocational rehabilita-
tion, XIII. The measurement of employment satisfaction. Industrial Relations
Center, University of Minnesota, 1962, pp. 10-12.

11

e
TR NRTRG

TN TR e




MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Table 1. Descriptive characteristics of NFQ Work Adjustment Project sample

(N = 1,014)

Characteristic N %
Age

less than 30 329 32

30 to 44 ... 396 39

45 and OVEr ..., 289 29
Disability Status

Disabled ... 521 52

Non-disabled ... 493 48
Education

less than 12 years 350 34

12 years comPleted ... 394 39

12 to 15 years ' 133 13

16 years and OVET ... 137 14
Employment Status

fuill-time 980 97

part-time 34 3
Occupation

Nonsgkilled Blue Collar . 314 31

Skilied Blue Collar . 198 20

Nonskilled White Collar 228 22

Skilled White COIIAr ... 212 21

Managerial and Professional 62 6
Sex

Male 786 78

Female 228 22

abled group; cardiovascular and systemic disabilities, 13%; visual
and hearing impairments, 12%; neurological disabilities, 11%; and
respiratory disabilities, 10%.

About one-fourth of the total sample reported some college edu-
cation, while one-third did not complete high school. Ninety-seven
per cent were employed full-time at the time the questionnaires
were completed. The majority of respondents were employed in
blue-collar jobs, but the range of jobs spanned the major occupa-
tional categories. The sample was predominantly male (78%).

Resulis

Level and variability: Table 2 presents data on level and varia-
bility of scores on each of the 12 scales. Scale means varied from 3.4
(Achievement) to 1.6 (Authority and Dependence). This suggests
that responses to the items were neither random nor all in the same
direction. The data also show that, for this sample, achievement,

12




THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

creativity-challenge, and social service were the most frequently
given considerations in the choice of an ideal occupation, whereas
authority, dependence, and social status were least frequently chos-
en.

Table-2 also shows that the least variability in scores was on the
Achievement scale, and the most variability on the Social Status
scale. The standard deviations of the scales indicate that the large

Table 2. Means and standard deviations on NFQ scales, for Work Adjustment
Project sample (N = 1,014)

Standard
Scale Mean Deviation
1. Achievement 341 .85
2. Authority 1.62 1.34
3. Co-workers 272 1.21
4. Creativity and Challenge ... 311 1.13
5. Dependence 1.63 1.21
6. Independence 1.99 1.30
7. Moral Values 246 1.26
8. Recognition ' 2.70 1.30
9. Security 237 1.37
10. Self-expression 2.00 1.12
11. Social Service 3.33 111
12. Social Status 1.80 1.40

majority of the scores on the Achievement scale were between 3
and 4 (the highest possible score.) This suggests that the Achieve-
ment scale had relatively little discriminating power for this group
of individuals. On the Social Status scale the majority of the scores
lay between 0 and 3. This indicates relatively good discrimination
for this scale. The score variabilities for the remaining scales fell
between these two extremes.

Table 3 presents item means and variances. Since items were
scored 0 for a “no” response and 1 for a “yes” response, the item
mean is the proportion of the sample answering “yes” to the item.
Table 3 shows the highest proportion of positive responses was to
Item 42 (96%), while Item 27 had the lowest proportion of positive
responses (20%). The item standard deviations show that Items 2,
7, 11, 17, 26, 29, 30, 40 and 45 had the most variability, while Items
33, 42, and 44 had the least variability. Table 4 shows the scale
membership of each of the 48 items of the NFQ.

13
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Table 3. Means and standard deviations of NFQ items, for Work Adjustment
Project sample (N = 1,014)

Item

Standard
Mean Deviation
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Deviation
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.76
48
75
34
81
41
43
.68
41
7
52
34
.68
a7
87
42
57
25
a3
.68

40 -

.84
76
75

43
50
43
48
39
49
.50
47
49
42
50
48
47
42
34
49
50
43
44
47
49
36
43
43

Item Mean
25 37
26 56
27 20
28 76
29 A7
30 50
31, 67
32.. 76
33 94
34 27
35 87
36 22
37 84
38 el
39 74
40 43
41 a3
42 96
43 33
44 88
45 .50
46 58
47 65
48 76

48
50
40

43

50

Table 4. Itcm composition of NFQ scales

Scale

Item Numbers

1

2

3.

4

5

§ 6
7

8

9

10.

11.

. Dependence

. Independence
. Moral Values
. Recognition
. Security

. Achievement
. Authority

Co-workers

. Creativity and Challenge

Self-expression
Social Service
Social Status

et
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U
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24
13
23
19
i8
21
17
22
20
15
14
16

33
34
32
28
27
30
26
31
29
36
35
25

42
43
41
37
48
39
47
40
38
45
44
46
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Reliability: Hoyt analysis-of-variance reliability coefficients for
each of the 12 NFQ scales are listed in Table 3. These coefficients
appear in the diagonal of the matrix. Unlike correlational reliability
coefficients, Hoyt coefficients represent the prcportion of the total
variance of scores which is reliably due to individual differences
among the respondents. Correlational reliability coefficients are
equal to the square root of the Hoyt reliability coefficients. Thus, a
Hoyt reliability coefficient of .64 is equal to a correlational reliabiii-
ty coefficient of .80. Both these coefficients indicate that 64% of the:
total variance is reliable.!?

Table 5. Reliabilities and intercorrelations of NFQ scales, for Work
Adjustment Project sumple (N =1,014)

Scale 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 g 9 10 11 12
1. Achievement ... 47+
2. Authority 70
3. Co-workers .......... 30 18 60
4. Creativity and
Challenge ..o 38 33 05 62
5. Dependence ......... 21 —05 41 —05 63
6. Independence ... 25 40 —04 28 —01 61
7. Moral Values ....... 37 27 31 13 34 31 &5
8. Recognition ... 45 25 45 13 43 18 39 7
9. SECUTItY . 31 16 41 00 438 18 43 45 &8
10. Self-expression ... 35 24 17 26 22 37 40 36 31 50
11. Social Service ... 95 13 40 14 25 03 29 28 25 14 74
12. Social Status ... 42 44 41 20 35 25 45 58 44 37 27 68

Note: Decimal points omitted.
a Bold-face number in diagonal is roportion of total variance that is reliable
(Hoyt analysis-of-variance reliability coefficient),

The Hoyt reliability coefficients shown in Table 5 indicate that
only five scales had reliabilities which were “acceptable” by the
usual criterion of r = .80 or greater (i.e., a minimum of 64% re-
liable variance). These scales were Authority, Recognition, Security,
Social Service and Social Status. Four other scales had from 60%
to 63% reliable variance. The remaining three scales—Achievement,

10 For a more detailed discussion of the Hoyt reliability coefficient, see Carl-
son, R. E., Dawis, R. V,, England, G. W., and Lofquist, L. H. Minnesota studies
in vocational rehabilitation, XIV. The measurement of employment satisfactori-
ness, Industrial Relations Center, University of Minnesota, 1963, Technical Ap-
pendix, pp. 50-51. : '

15

TS




et

e T e e T

e TSI

P e d:

ER P I S = (il antg i

PR,

= LTI TR T AT I

MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Moral Values, and Self-Expression—appeared to be relatively un-
reliable measures.

Covariation: The scale intercorrelations, also presented in Table
5, show that most of the scales were relatively independent of each
other. The highest correlation was between Recognition and Social
Status (r = .58); the lowest correlation, between Security and Cre-
ativity-and-Challenge (r — .00). Only 17 of the 66 inter-scale corre-
lations were .40 or above, and of these only one was higher than .48.
These results suggest that the NFQ did measure several discrete
dimensions.

The correlation matrix shows further that no scales measured
opposite ends of the same continuum, since there were no signifi-
cant negative correlations between scales.

Factorial composition: To determine the smallest number of di-
mensions underlying scale covariation, the intercorrelation matrix
(Table 5) was factor-analyzed. The result of the principal compon-
ents factor solution, with varimax rotation, appears in Table 6.

Two factors were required to account for the common variance
among the twelve NFQ scales. The scales with the highest loadings
on Factor I were Co-workers, Dependence, Recognition, and Se-
curity. These scales, along with Moral Values, Social Service and

Table 6. Varimﬁx f;:ctor matrix of NFQ scoles, for Work Adjustment Project
sample (N = 1,014)

Factor
Variable I II Communality SMC:
1. Achievement 40 46 37 34
2. Authority J2 .60 .38 .35
3. Co-workers .65 .04 42 39
4, Creativity and Challenge ... 00 Sl .26 23
5. Dependence ... 66 —.08 44 38
6. Independence .03 60 36 30
7. Moral Values 51 37 40 37
8. Recognition .66 28 52 A7
9. Security 64 15 44 .39
10. Self-expression 32 A7 .33 31
11. Social Service 43 10 20 21
12, Social Status .59 44 54 50
Contribution of Factor ... 279 1.87 4.66
Proportion of Common Variance..... .60 40 1.00

s Estimated communalities: Squared multiple correlation coefficients.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Social Status, loaded principally on Factor I. Authority, Creativity
and Challenge, Independence, and to a lesser degree, Achievement
and Self-Expression, loaded principally on Factor II. Furthermore,
Achievement, Moral Values, Self-Expression, and Social Status
loaded .30 or higher on both factors.

It would appear from the pattern of factor loadings that Factor
I could be labeled an “extrinsic reinforcer” dimension of needs,
while Factor II represented an “intrinsic” or “self-reinforcer” di-
mension. This interpretation is supported by an examination of the
item content of the scales defining each factor.

The contribution of the factors, shown in Table 6, is 60% and 40%
of the common variance, for Factors I and II respectively. This in-
dicates that there was little general bias operating in the responses
to the items. If there were such bias, the factor analysis would have
yielded one large factor accounting for a large proportion of the
common variance.

The common variance accounted for in this factor analysis rep-
resents only about 40% of the total covariation among scales. This
is to be expected from the intercorrelations shown in Table 5. It
means that there was a relatively large amount of variability in
the scales which was not covariant with variability in other scales.
From a psychometric point of view, low covariation is desirable
because the scales can be interpreted unambiguously as relatively
independent dimensions.

Evaluation

The foregoing analysis of the data on the NFQ indicated that
only five of the twelve NFQ scales had acceptable reliabilities.
This could result from at least two defects in the instrument: (1)
Many items had more than one clause. For example, Item 6, “You
can say what you think, and do what you think you ought to do
and act just the way you feel,” has three main clauses. Response
to the item could therefore be to any of the clauses included in the
item, thus contributing to unreliability; (2) The instructional set
could also be a factor in the low reliabilities. Instructions for the
NFQ required the individual to answer the questionnaire with a
specific “ideal” occupation “in mind.” It is probable that some re-
spondents knew less about their ideal occupations than others did,
and those who knew less probably gave less consistent answers.
Thus, it is possible that response to the NFQ could have been in-

17




MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

fluenced not so much by the “needs” of an individual, but by his
knowledge of his ideal occupation.

On the positive side, the NFQ showed some psychometrically
desirable characteristics. Most of the items had mean scores and
variabilities which indicated adequate discrimination potential.
The scales of the questionnaire were relatively independent of each
other. The questionnaire was easy to complete, easy to administer
and easy to score.

18
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The Minnesota Importance Questionnaire

The development of the Minnesota Importance Questionnaire
(MIQ) proceeded from the knowledge gained in developing the
NFQ. The MIQ was constructed with three goals in mind: (1) to in-
crease the reliability of scales; (2) to increase the variability of
scores; and (3) to increase the number of dimensions measured by
the questionnaire.

The first of these goals was approached in several ways. First,
dimension sampling was undertaken in a more systematic manner.
Each dimension was defined more explicitly, and items were written
which concentrated on the relevant aspects of the dimension. As a
result, items comprising a scale were similar in content and word-
ing, with only minor differences from item to item.

Secondly, items were phrased in simple terms, and were kept
short and to the point. Dependent and qualifying phrases were
eliminated or kept to a minimum. All non-essential phrases were
eliminated from the items.

Thirdly, the number of items in a scale was increased from four
in the NFQ to five on the MIQ, and the response alternatives from
two to five.

Finally, the instructions used for the NFQ were modified for
the MIQ. The respondent was no longer required to answer the
questionnaire in terms of a specified ideal occupation, since this
procedure was suspected of introducing the unwanted factor of
differential knowledge of occupations. For the MIQ, the respondent
was instructed to answer the questionnaire in terms of his “ideal
job, the kind of job (he) would most like to have.” It was hoped that
by leaving the “ideal job” unspecified, respondents would be an-
swering the questionnaire more on the basis of “needs” to be satis-
fied in any ideal job, than of occupational knowledge of the possible
reinforcer pattern of a specified job.

To increase the variability of scores, the items of the MIQ were
constructed as 5-point rating scales, in contrast to the two-choice
alternative utilized in the NFQ. As a result of increasing the num-
ber of response alternatives and the number of items per scale, po-
tential scores on MIQ scales ranged from 5 to 25, compared with
the 0 to 4 range of NFQ scales.

19
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Increase in the number of dimensions measured by the MIQ was
based mainly on findings from a previous study of employment
satisfaction.!! The dimensions of job satisfaction which appeared
in this study were translated into dimensions of vocational needs
for the present study. Other dimensions were added which were
derived from a general knowledge of occupational reinforcers.
These additions brought the total number of dimensions for the
MIQ to 20, compared with 12 dimensions in the NFQ.

Two preliminary forms of the MIQ were tried out on small
groups of individuals, and the results used as the basis for further
modification of the questionnaire. Items were rewritten and instruc-
tions were clarified. A “Flesch count”? of the items in the final
form showed an average sentence length of 8.4 words, with an av-
erage of 76 one-syllable words per hundred words. This count
yielded an index of 81, rating the questionnaire in the very easy
(5th grade level) class.

The sections which follow report on the final form of the MIQ.

Description

The MIQ consists of 100 items.'® Each item refers to a potential
reinforcer of work behavior. In answering the questionnaire, the
respondent is directed to ask himself: “How important is (the re-
inforcer) to an ideal job for me; the kind of job I would most like
to have?” Five response alternatives are presented for each item:
“Very Unimportant; Not Important; Neither (unimportant nor im-
portant) ; Important; Very Important.”

Each of the 20 scales in the questionnaire consists of five items.
The items for a scale are spaced 20 items apart. Thus there are in
effect five blocks of 20 items each, with intra-block order invariant
for all blocks.

Following (in alphabetical order) is a list of the MIQ scales. The
illustrative item after each scale title is the item which correlated
most highly with total scale score in four different occupational
groups, and for occupational samples of disabled and non-disabled
workers.

1 Carlson, R. E., et al. Minnesota Studies in Vocational Rehabilitation, XIII.
op. cit.

1 See, Farr, J. N., Jenkins, J. J., and Paterson, D. G. Simplification of Flesch
reading ease formula. J. appl. Psychol., 1951, 35, 333-3317.

13 A copy of the questionnaire is included in the Appendix.
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. Ability Utilization: I could do something that makes use of

my abilities.

. Achievement: The job could give me a feeling of accomplish-

ment.

Activity: I could be busy all the time.

. Advancement: The job would provide an opportunity for ad-

vancement.

5. Authority: I could tell people what to do.

6. Company Policies and Practices: The company would ad-

minister its policies fairly.

Compensation: My pay would compare well with that of other
workers.

8. Co-workers: My co-workers would be easy to make friends
with.
, 9. Creativity: I could try out some of my own ideas.
; 10. Independence: I could work alone on the job.
11. Moral Values: I could do the work without feeling that it is
i morally wrong.
1 12. Recognition: I could get recognition for the work I do.
13. Responsibility: I could make decisions on my own.
14. Security: The job would provide for steady employment.
15. Social Service: I could do things for other people.
! % 16. Social Status: I could be “somebody” in the community.
ii 17. Supervision—Human Relations: My boss would back up his
b men (with top management).
{i, 18. Supervision—Technical: My boss would train his men well.
1 f‘? 19. Variety: I could do something different every day.
4
; }3 920. Working conditions: The job would have good working con-
£ ditions.
o
1 Data collection
;
4 Questionnaires were sent to all 1,469 members of the Work Ad-
i- justment Project sample who had participated in previous studies
: 21
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

reported in this series. The questionnaires were mailed to each in-
dividual’s home. Three followups were used to increase the per-
centage of returned questionnaires. The first followup was a post
card, the second a letter, and the third another post card. Thirty-
nine questionnaires were returned by the post oflice as undelivera-
ble. Of the 1,430 questionnaires which were delivered, 72% or 1,029,
were returned, 69 of which were incomplete or otherwise unusable.
This left a total of 960 usable questionnaires, or a usable return rate
of 67%. The 960 questionnaires used in this study were completed by
507 disabled and 453 non-disabled individuals.

Table 7. Descriptive characteristics of MIQ Work Adjustment Project sample

(N = 960)
Disabled Non-Disabled y
. ]
Characteristic N % N % L J
* Age '
Less than 30 135 27 80 18
30-44 221 43 200 44
45 and above 151 30 173 38
Disability
Cardiovascular and systemic ... 74 15 e
Orthopedic 161 32 e e ' i
Neurological 62 12 e e 4
Neuropsychiatric and mental
retardation 78 15
Visual and hearing 47 9
Respiratory 56 11 e
Others 20 4 e
Education i
Less than 12 years 137 27 148 33 4
12 years completed 216 43 179 39 R
12-15 years 94 18 3 16 B
16 years and over 60 12 53 12
Occupation
Nonskilled blue-collar ... 125 25 104 23
Skilled blue-collar 60 12 88 19
Nonskilled white-collar ... 115 23 94 21
Skilled white-collar 98 19 111 24
Professional 44 9 26 6 s
‘, Number of years in present job
f 1 or less 70 14 62 14
‘ 2-5 199 39 182 40
f more than 5 173 34 179 40 q,f
Sex
Male 395 78 347 m
Female 112 22 106 23
Note: Where percentages do not total 100, the remainder represents unclassifiable B
or missing data. v
22 o
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It should be kept in mind that the Work Adjustment Project
sample is a completely voluntary sample, i.e., cooperation with the
project is voluntary, continuing in the study is voluntary, and com-
pletion of the MIQ was voluntary. Thus, the results of the MIQ an-
alysis for this sample should not be generalized beyond voluntary
samples of similar nature.

Personal characteristics of the Work Adjustment Project sam-
ple appear in Table 7. A comparison of the disabled and the non-
disabled groups shows the disabled group is somewhat younger
than the non-disabled group (median age = 36 years for disabled,
40 years for non-disabled) . The disabled group reported having more
years of formal education than the non-disabled group (i.e., propor-

Table 8. Descriptive characteristics of two-firm sample (N =1,348)

e e T T AT R R TR S P O SRR RO R R R WA Y

Nonskilled Nonskilled Skilled
Blue-collar White-collar White-collar Managerial
Characteristic N % N % N % N %
Age
less than 30 ... 193 37 202 63 126 36 4] 26
30-44 216 41 81 25 148 43 86 55
45 and OVEer ... 109 21 39 12 71 21 30 19
Education
less than 12 years ... 227 43 16 5 10 3 3 2
12 years completed .. 236 45 235 73 154 45 9 6
12-15 years ... 52 10 68 21 145 42 143 91
16 years and over.... 6 1 3 1 33 10 1 1
‘ Number of years
j in company
' 1 or 1eSS .. 88 17 90 28 59 17 31 23
3 2-5 192 36 143 44 128 37 43 24
‘ ; more than 5 ... 24 47 89 28 158 46 8 53
' E Number of years in
{ L present job
’; b Y LT T 103 20 99 31 90 12 18 1
L 2-5 201 38 136 42 140 40 47 30
fﬁ more than 5 ... 220 42 87 27 165 48 92 59
t ﬁ : Sex
! Male 470 90 128 40 201 58 149 95
‘ Female .o 54 10 193 60 144 42 8 5
i Source
! Company 1 .o 3 1 58 18 100 20 139 88
?g ComMPany 2 ... 521 99 264 82 244 70 18 12
:L data Note: Where percentages do not total 100, the remainder represents unclassifiable
. .
y .
3 23
y
/
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tionately more disabled individuals reported completing high school
and having advanced degrees). The two groups were quite similar
in the distribution of both sex and reported occupation. The non-
disabled individuals reported having worked in their present jobs
slightly longer than the disabled individuals (medians of 3.8 and 3.2
years, respectively). The typical member of the Work Adjustment
Project sample can be described as male, nonskilled, high school
graduate, between 36 and 40 years of age, who has been on his
present job for about 3% years.

Completed questionnaires were also obtained from 1,348 em-
ployees in two large firms in the Twin Cities area. These question-
naires were obtained as part of an employee attitude study ad-
ministered by the Industrial Relations Center. Respondents from
the first firm were composed primarily of white-collar employees,
including both clerical workers and top-level management. Re-
spondents from the second firm were largely in blue-collar and
lower-level white-collar occupations, with a relatively small pro-
portion of executives. Table 8 shows the occupational distribution
and other descriptive characteristics of the respondents from the
two firms.

Median ages for the four occupational groups were as follows:
Blue-collar, 33; Nonskilled White-collar, 25; Skilled White-collar, 35;
Managerial, 35. Median number of years in present job for the four
groups were 4.0, 2.0, 4.8, and 7.0 respectively.

Resulis

For an initial analysis of the MIQ, questionnaires from both the
Work Adjustment Project sample and the two-firm sample were
combined, yielding a total of 2,308 questionnaires. The results pre-
sented in this section are based on this total.

Level and variability: Means and standard deviations for scores
on each of the 20 MIQ scales appear in Table 9. For this group of
respondents, the Security scale had the highest mean, (22.0), and
Social Status the lowest (14.9). The Independence scale had the larg-
est standard deviation (4.17), and Achievement the smallest (3.06).
The majority of the mean scale scores were close to 20, while the
standard deviations averaged 3.45. This meant that MIQ scale score
distributions were negatively skewed, which, in turn, meant that
most of the items were answered as “important” or “very import-
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Table 9. Means and standard deviations on MIQ scales, for total employed
sample (N —=2,308)

Standard
Scale Mean Deviation
1. Ability Utilization 214 3.25
2. Achievement 213 3.06
3. Activity 194 3.25
4, Advancement . 214 3.48
5. Authority . 157 4.06
6. Company Policies and Practices 21.3 3.28
7. Compensation 20.3 3.24
8. Co-workers .. 20.4 3.15
0. CrEatiVIty .o s s st s s 19.5 3.46
10. Independence 153 417
11. Moral Values 20.9 3.55
12, Recognition ... 193 3.63
13. Responsibility - 18.9 3.17
14. Security - 220 345
15. Social Service 20.0 3.39
16. Social Status 149 4,01
17. Supervision—Human Relations ...... 215 3.28
18. Supervision—Technical 20.2 3.16
19. Variety 19.1 345
20. Working Conditions . 21.0 3.44

ant” by the majority of respondents. A check of the item means
showed that the majority were close to 4 (important).1*

These results suggest a “response set” in the responses to the
MIQ, i.e., a preference for one end of the response continuum. How-
ever, the fact that scales differ in means and standard deviations in-
dicates that “response set” affects the scales differentially. (A later
section will show that any response set which might be operating
is not only different for different scales of the MIQ, but also is dif-
ferent for different occupational groups. Further studies reported
below will show that the scores obtained on the MIQ are not, to any
great extent, affected by a general response set.)

Reliability: Hoyt internal consistency reliability coefficients for
each of the 20 MIQ scales are shown in the diagonal of Table 10. It
will be recalled that these coefficients represent the proportion (or
percentage) of variance which can reliably be attributed to indi-
vidual differences in scores and are thus equivalent to the square
of the usual correlational reliability coefficient.

1t Jtem means and standard deviations are in Appendix Table B-1.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

The Hoyt reliability coefficients listed in Table 10 indicate that
all of the M" , scales had high reliabilities. The Compensation scale
was least reliable, with 77% of its variance found to be reliable, or
23% of total score variance attributable to error. (Yet this scale was
more reliable than the most reliable scale of the NFQ.) The most re-
liable scale was Social Service, with 91% reliable variance, or only
9% attributable to error. Median reliability was .87. Only four scales
kad Hoyt reliability coefficients of less than .81 (a correlational re-

liability of .90). These scales were Compensation (.77), Responsibility -

and Supervision—Technical (both .78), and Activity (.80). Yet even
these four scales exceeded the traditional acceptable reliability
minimum of r — .80 (or 64% reliable variance).

Covariation: Scale intercorrelations are also shown in Table 10.
All scales were positively intercorrelated for this group of workers.
The two most highly correlated scales were Achievement and Ability
Utilization (r = .81). The lowest correlations were .08, between So-
cial Status and Moral Values, and between Working Conditions and
Authority. Median correlation between scales was .50. About one-
fourth of the correlations were .60 or higher.

The MIQ scale intercorrelations were generally somewhat high-
er than was desired. However, these intercorrelations should be
considered in relation to the scale reliabilities, since the theoretical
upper limit of correlation between scales is the lower reliability
in the pair of scales under consideration. Thus while the scale inter-
correlations were higher than usual (and therefore the common
variance was a larger-than-usual proportion of total variance), the
high reliabilities of the scales allowed for a sufficient amount of

specific variance to be used in the measurement of independent
dimensions.

Factorial composition: A factor analysis of the MIQ scale inter-
correlations yielded two factors. Factor I, constituting 69% of the
common variance, seemed to be a general factor, with all but three
scales having significant (.40 or higher) loadings on it. The scales
loading highest on Facior I, and therefore defining it, were Com-
pany Policies and Practices, Achievement, Supervision—Human Re-
lations, Ability Utilization, Security, Working Conditions, and Su-
pervision—Technical. Factor II was defined by the three scales not
loading on Factor I (Authority, Independence, and Social Status)
and by Responsibility, Creativity, and Variety (See Table 11).
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Table 11. Varimax factor matrix of MIQ scales, for total employed sample

Factor
Variable I II Communality SMC*
1. Ability Utilization ... J8 25 .68 q
2. Achicvement .. T : < 3l 18 .80
8. ACLIVILY oo e .56 44 51 .53
4. Advancement ... J1 29 .58 .64
5. Authority .04 J8 62 58
6. Company policies and practices ............ .85 13 73 2
7. Compensation ........—————— .64 32 51 58
8. Co-WOrKers ... J2 20 57 .62
9. Creativity .. .50 61 62 67
10. INAependencCe .........mmm——— .09 51 27 29
11. Moral Values ... . 70 Jd1 50 51
12. Recognition .50 46 47 52
13. Responsibility .. 44 J3 13 14
14, SECULILY ..o s sssssssss s J78 .09 .62 61
15. Social Service e ————— 64 33 52 .61
16. Social Status ... mm——————— 05 .68 46 47
17. Supervision—Human Relations ........... 83 18 T2 14
18. Supervision—Technical ... 75 29 65 68
19, VALIELY oot 48 51 48 51
20. Working Conditions J7 07 59 .60
Contribution of Factor ... 8.04 3,56 11.60
Proportion of Common Variance ... .69 31 1.00

a Estimated communalities: Squared multiple correlation coefficients.

The pattern of loadings suggests that Factor I represented a
general vocational need dimension with reference to reinforcers
usually found in the work setting. Factor II, more difficult to inter-
pret, probably represented a status need dimension and had refer-
ence to reinforcers which accompany a high position in society.

It is of interest to note, in connection with the finding on scale
intercorrelations, that the median communality or common variance
as shown in Table 11 was .57. The median scale reliability being .87,
an average of about .30 of the total variance in scale scores was
therefore reliable specific variance, uniquely measuring some di-
mensions not measured by other scales.

Evaluation

The foregoing analysis indicates: (1) the MIQ scales were highly
reliable; (2) while scale score distributions were negatively skewed,
there was enough score variation to allow reliable measurement;
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

(3) many scales were relatively independent of the other scales, al-
though not to the extent that the NFQ scales were independent.

In comparison with the NFQ, the MIQ was a much more reliable
instrument and measured several more dimensions. While the MIQ
scales were not as independent of each other as the NFQ scales,
their high reliabilities compensated for this deficiency by allowing
for more specific variance. Furthermore, MIQ scale score distribu-
tions showed more variability. It was therefore felt that the MIQ
merited further development.
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Studies on the Minnesota Importance Questionnaire

The studies reported in this section focused on two questions.
The first was whether measurements by the MIQ were stable over
time. The second, and perhaps more important, question was
whether the MIQ scales were capable of discriminating between
various occupational groups. If scale scores were found to be the
same for different occupations, the utility and validity of the ques-
tionnaire could be questioned, since different occupational groups
would be expected to differ on at least some of the MIQ scales.

The following studies were carried out to answer these questions:
(1) test-retest reliability studies; (2) disability status differences; (3)
occupational status differences; (4) employment status differences.

Tesi-retest reliabilities

The MIQ was administered to three groups of college students
from a course in introductory psychology at the University of Min-
nesota.’® These groups were re-tested after three time intervals:
ten days, three weeks, and six weeks. The students were motivated
to participate in the study by the addition of points to their test
score totals in Psychology 1.

Test-retest ANOVA coefficients!® for the three groups are shown
in Table 12. These coefficients may be interpreted as representing
the proportion of reliable (i.e., stable) variance left after subtracting
the variance effects due to time. The data in Table 12 show that
measurement on the MIQ was relatively reliable (stable) for the
college student subjects. Median test-retest coefficient for the ten-
day group was .80, with a range of .64 to .88; .86, with a range of
.78 to .89 for the three-week group; and .77, with a range of .70 to
.86 for the six-week group.

Twelve of the scales showed a pattern of being more reliable for
the three-week group than for the ten-day or six-week groups. These
were: Ability Utilization, Achievement, Activity, Authority, Com-
pany Policies and Practices, Compensation, Co-workers, Creativity,
Recognition, Supervision—Human Relations, Supervision—Techni-

15 Descriptive characteristics of the total college student group appear in the
section on employment status differences, p. 52.

18 Computed from a two-way analysis of variance without replication, with
time (test, retest) as one classification and people as the other classification.
Scale scores are the observations.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Table 12. Test-retest reliability” of MIQ scales at three time intervals,
for college sophomores

Time Interval

10 days 3 weeks 6 weeks

Scale (N = 168) (N=92) (N=189)
1. Ability Utilization 64 .82 73
2. Achievement 67 .78 16
3. Activity .82 .89 74
4, Advancement . 3 18 81
5. Authority .82 .88 80
6. Company policies and practices ... 6 88 84
7. Compensation 9 85 7
8. Co-workers .82 87 14
9. Creativity 9 .86 .80
10. Independence 81 79 70
11. Moral Values .83 .86 85
12. Recognition 5 .88 J2
13. Responsibility a3 .82 .85
14. Security 85 .88 .86
15. Social Service .88 86 81
16. Social Status . 87 87 85
17. Supervision—Human Relations ... 5 .82 5
18. Supervision—Technical 81 87 3
19. Variety . 16 83 7
20. Working Conditions ... .88 .86 6

a ANOVA reliability coefficients representing proportion of total variance not af-
fected by time. » »

cal, and Variety. Moral Values, Security and Social Status remained
more or less at the same high reliability levels. Advancement and Re-
sponsibility showed a pattern of increase in reliability with time;
while Independence, Social Service, and Working Conditions de-
creased in reliability with time.

Since college students generally have had little employment ex-
perience, and thus little experience with work-oriented reinforcers,
one would expect their response to the MIQ to be less stable than
that of a group of employed persons. One would expect to find at
least as high test-retest reliability for the MIQ in the study of em-
ployed persons.

Disability status differences

To study the effect of physical or mental disability on the meas-
urement of vocational needs, MIQ scores for a disabled group
(N =507) were compared with those of a nonr-disabled group

31

I

T L A R ST AT TAPE RIS 1Y

el

A TR SRS R T e e TS AL N

¢
"
#
16t
S




MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

(N = 453). These groups were part of the Work Adjustment Project
sample (described on pages 22-24). It will be recalled that these
groups were similar in age, sex, education and occupational distri-
bution. Thus, any MIQ score differences obtained between the two
groups would more likely be a function of disability status than of
these other variables.

Level: Mean scores on each MIQ scale for the disabled and non-
disabled groups are presented in Table 13. In general, the two

Table 13. MIQ scale means, for disabled and non-disubled groups

Group
Disabled Non-Disabled
Scale (N=507 (N =453) F(1,958) p°
1. Ability Utilization ... 20.6 21.0 2.90
2. Achievement ... 204 21.0 6.33 .05
3. Activity .. 18.1 184 149
4, Advancement ... 204 21.0 5.38 .05
5. Authority . 14.7 144 1.50
6. Company Policies and Practices.... 20.2 20.9 8.56 .01
7. Compensation 19.1 19.5 272
8. Co-workers 19.3 19.9 6.56 .05
9. Creativity 18.5 18.8 1.06
10. Independence 145 13.8 6.59 .05
11. Moral Values 19.9 208 11.80 .001
12. Recognition 18.2 184 0.66
13. Responsitility 18.0 18.0 0.01
14. Security . 21.0 21.6 440 .05
15. Social Service ... 19.2 19.8 4,64 .05
16. Social Status 13.7 133 2.59
17. Supervision—Human Relations... 20.1 21.0 10.69 .01
18. Supervision—Technical ... 189 194 5.13 .05
19. Variety ... 18.0 18.3 1.36
20. Working Conditions ... 20.1 205 3.14

a Probability of error in rejecting null hypothesis of no difference between group
means, if = .05.

groups obtained similar mean scores. However, a one-way analysis
of variance!” indicates that the two groups differed significantly
in level on 10 of the 20 scales. On nine of these ten scales, the mean
of the non-disabled group was the significantly higher mean. These
scales were: Achievement, Advancement, Company Policies and
Practices, Co-workers, Moral Values, Security, Social Service, and
the two Supervision scales.

17 For comparison of two groups, the results are equivalent to using a t-test.
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The one scale on which the mean score was significantly higher
for the disabled group was the Independence scale. Table 13 further
shows that mean scores on Authority and Social Status were also
higher for the disabled group than for the non-disabled, although
for these two scales the mean differences were not statistically sig-
nificant. It should be noted, however, that only on these three scales
were the disabled group mean sceres higher than those of the non-
disabled group.

Viewing these results in the context of the factor analysis re-
ported in pages 27-28, one may infer that “status” needs (Independ-
ence, Authority, Social Status) are stronger for the disabled than
for the non-disabled, i.e., these constitute more preferred reinfor-
cers for the disabled. Similarly, the usual reinforcers found at work
may not operate as effectively for the disabled as for the non-dis-
abled.

Variability: The variability of scale scores for a group indicates
the consistency, for that group, of preference for the reinforcer re-
presented by the scale. Thus, difference in score variability is a
clue to the relative effectiveness of a reinforcer for one group as
contrasted with another.

Scale score variances for the disabled and non-disabled groups
are presented in Table 14. The table shows that, on 19 scales, the
variances for the disabled group are larger than the variances for
the non-disabled group.!® On 15 of the 20 scales, these variance dif-
erences were found to be statistically significant (p = .05) by means
of Bartlett’s test of homogeneity of variance.!® The five nonsignifi-
cant variance differences were on the Authority, Independence,
Recognition, Social Status and Variety scales. Referring again to
the factor analysis shown in pages 27-28, it is interesting to note that

137 will be noted by some readers that differences between variances and
differences between means are both significant for several scales. Since equality
of group variances is an assumption underlying the analysis of variance test on
group means, significance of the test of mean differences might be questioned
where variances have been found to be significantly different. This concern for
the assumptions underlying the analysis of variance is an important one. How-
ever, evidence concerning the assumption of homoscedasticity (equality of
variances) in the use of the ANOVA technique indicates that the technique is
sufficiently “robust” so that the assumption can be violated with little loss in
accuracy of inference about the comparison of means. The interested reader is
referred to Schefté, H. The analysis of variance, New York: Wiley, 1959; Chapter
10: The effects of departures from the underlying assumptions.

» McNemar, Q. Psychological statistics. 3rd ed. New York: Wiley, 1962, pp.
249-250.
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Table 14. MIQ scale variances, for disabled and non-disabled groups

Group
Disabled Non-Disabled
Scale (N = 507) (N = 453) Chi-square* p®
1. Ability Utilization ... 18.77 11.84 24.88 .001
2. Achievement ..., 17.58 10.49 31.18 .001
3. Activity ... e ———— 14.24 11.69 4.63 05
4. Advancement 18.52 13.10 14.10 .001
5. Authority ... 17.09 17.82 0.21
6. Company policies and practices... 18.51 11.88 23.04 .001
7. Compensation 14.67 11.36 7.73 .01
8. CO-WOrKers ... 14,18 10.98 7.59 .01
9. Creativity . 17.87 14.14 6.48 .02
10. Independence ... 1171 16.84 0.30
11. Moral Values ... 20.83 14.37 16.27 .001
12. Recognition ... 16.31 15.74 0.15
13. Responsibility ... 13.94 11.09 6.19 .02
14. Security 21.70 14.52 18.97 .001
15. Social Service ... 17.67 14.66 415 .05
16. Social Status 16.17 15.44 0.26
17. Supervision—Human Relations... 17.93 11.40 24.05 001
18. Supervision—Technical ... 1402 10.60 9.28 .01
19. Variety 15.96 14.20 1.63
20. Working Conditions ... 1880 14.00 10.25 .01

. dn Chi-square value for Bartlett's test of homogeneity of variance with 1 degree of
reedom.

. b Probability of error in rejecting null hypothesis of no difference between group
variances, if = ,05.

these five scales loaded substantially on the second factor, the
“status” need.

These results indicate that disability is a significant factor af-
fecting MIQ scores. Scores for the disabled group were more vari-
able than those of the non-disabled group. Whether or not this find-
ing is, in fact, the result of being disabled can not be answered in
this cross-sectional study. This question requires a longitudinal
study of a sample of individuals who initially are not disabled and
later become disabled.

Rank Differences: In a further attempt o study the character-
istics of response to the MIQ by disabled and non-disabled indi-
viduals, the following procedure was used: For each person, scale
scores were ranked in descending order of magnitude. The scale
with the highezst score received a rank of 1, the next highest a rank
of 2, and so on, until all 20 scales received ranks. Then the mean
and variance of the ranks for each scale were computed for the dis-
abled and non-disabled groups separately. Group differences in

34




AL e oo tos Aty

ey

it
R

I,

<

LIRS

YT IS 0, o g P S gy e 8 P T A TR
AT e R RN SANAS S S S o s 2 T Y

e T

RN T

i

e TS,

THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

these means and variances were then tested for statistical signifi-
cance, to determine whether level and variability in relative im-
portance of a scale differed between disabled and non-disabled in-
dividuals.

Comparison of mean scale ranks, listed in Table 15, shows that
the disabled and non-disabled groups assigned similar ranks to each
scale. For both groups, Security was given the highest mean rank,
and Social Status the lowest. Mean rank differences between dis-
abled and non-disabled groups were statistically significant on only
five of the twenty scales. These scales were: Independence (mean
rank of 16 for the disabled group and 17 for the non-disabled);
Moral Values (9 and 8 respectively); Responsibility (12 and 13);
Social Status (17 and 18); and Supervision—Human Relations (8
and 7). There is, then, a basic similarity between disabled and non-
disabled groups in the ranking of importance of these twenty rein-
forcement aspects of the work environment.

To determine whether consistency in ranking differed between
the two groups, the variances of the ranks for each scale were com-

Table 15. Mean ipsative ranks of MIQ scales, for disabled and non-disabled

groups
Group

Disabled Non-Disabled
Scale (N =507 (N = 453) F(1,958) p*
1. Ability Utilization ... 6.9 6.9 0.00
2. Achievement ... 7.2 6.9 1.49
3. AcCtiVItY ... i 12.3 12,5 0.46
4. Advancement s 7.3 7.0 1.08
5. AUthOrity ... s 16.3 16.7 1.59
6. Company policies and practices... 7.8 7.4 2.12
7. Compensation 10.2 0.12
8. Co-workers . 9.6 1.93
9. Creativity ... . 11.5 1.90
10. Tndependence 17.4 15.27 .001
11. Moral Values 7.8 4.35 .05
12. Recognition .. 11.9 0.00
13. Responsibility . 13.2 9.96 .01
14, SECUTILY s e . 5.6 1.57
15. Social Service e 9.9 9.5 1.21
16. Social Status ... 17.2 17.9 6.91 .01
17. Supervision—Human Relations... 7.8 7.1 5.72 .05
18. Supervision—Technical 10.8 0.88
19, Variety ... . 12.2 0.02
20. Working Conditions ... . 7.9 0.12

i énl:)léobability of error in rejecting null hypothesis of no difference in mean ranks,
if p = .05.
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

pared by means of Bartlett’s test. These results are shown in Table
16. Significant differences in variability were found on all five scales
for which mean ranks were significantly different: Independence,
Moral Values, Responsibility, Social Status, and Supervision—Hu-
man Relations. On these five scales, the disabled group was signifi-
cantly more variable than the non-disabled group. This finding is
consistent with the previous finding of greater variability in scale
scores for the disabled when compared with the non-disabled.

Table 16. Variance of ipsative ranks of MIQ scales, for disabled and
non-disabled groups

Group
Disabled Non-Disabled

Scale (N =507 (N =453) Chi-square® p"
1. Ability Utilization ... 17.71 15.38 235

2. Achievement 12.50 1.75

3. Activity 17.16 281

4. Advancement . 20.45 0.51

5. Authority ... . 17.47 3.61

6. Company policies and practices... 21.10 17.96 3.09

7. Compensation 20.82 21.86 0.29

8. Co-workers ... 20.76 20.63 0.00

9. Creativity ... 21.90 20.56 0.47

10. Independence 22.64 14.09 26.37 .001
11. Moral Values 35.33 27.62 7.16 .01
12. Recognition ... 22.48 22.33 0.01

13. Responsibility 16.36 14.77 1.24

14, SECUTLItY . ssssssssis i 25.90 19.76 8.64 .01
15. Social Service ... 22.61 22.14 0.05

16. Social Status ... 20.30 12.23 29.99 .001
17. Supervision—Human Relations..... 19.53 16.30 3.88 .05
18. Supervision—Technical 17.82 17.38 0.08

19. Variety ... .. : 23.75 0.16

20. Working Conditions ... 22,94 22.89 0.00

p dﬂ Chi-square value of Bartlett’'s test of homogeneity of variance with 1 degree of
reedom.

b Probability of error in rejecting null hypothesis of no difference between group
variances, if p = .05.

Factorial Composition: Scale intercorrelations for the disabled
and non-disabled groups were factor-analyzed separately to see if
the same underlying dimensions would account for scale covaria-
tion in both groups.?® Table 17 compares the results of these two
factor analyses.

2 Intercorrelation matrices appear in Appendix B, Tables B-2 and B-3.
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Table 17 shows that the factor structures for the disabled and
non-disabled groups were basically similar. Each factor analysis
yielded two factors. Factor I accounted for 78% of the common
variance for the disabled group, compared with 69% for the non-
disabled group. This factor was defined in both groups by Ability
Utilization, Achievement, Advancement, Company Policies and
Practices, Compensation, Co-workers, Moral Values, Security, So-
cial Service, the two Supervision scales, and Working Conditions.
Factor II, for both groups, was defined by Authority, Social Status,
Responsibility and Independence.

Some minor differences were observed. The Activity and Re-
cognition scales loaded principally on Factor I for the disabled
group, but almost equally on Factors I and II for the non-disabled
group. The Variety scale loaded on Factor I for the disabled group
and on Factor II for the non-disabled group. The Creativity scale
loaded almost equally on both factors, a bit higher on Factor I for
the disabled group and a bit higher on Factor II for the non-disabled
group.

In general, however, the factor structures obtained for the two
groups were similar, not only to each other, but also to the factor
structure for the total employed sample of 2,308. (See Table 11.)

Reliability: The results reported thus far show some statistically
significant level, variability, and rank differences between disabled
and non-disabled groups. However, these differences are small. One
might question whether these relatively small differences are prac-
tically significant in addition to being statistically significant. From
one viewpoint, obtained differences are practically significant if
the scale reliabilities are sufficiently high to make these differences
reliable group differences. If scale reliabilities are low, the dis-
crimination between groups is relatively poor, even for statistically
significant differences, since observed scores can be several points
above or below the true scores. Thus, it seemed advisable to ex-
amine the reliability of each scale, for the disabled and non-dis-
abled groups separately.

Table 18 shows that the MIQ scales had high reliabilities for
both groups. The lowest Hoyt reliability coefficient was .77, the
highest .93. (A Hoyt reliability coefficient of .77 is equivalent to a
correlational reliability of .88, which is well above the usually ac-
cepted coefficient of r = .80.) Median Hoyt reliability coefficient was
.89 for the disabled group and .88 for the non-disabled group.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Table 18. Reliability® of MIQ scales, for disabled and non-disabled groups

Group
Scale Disabled Non-Disabled
1. Ability Utilization 92 90
2. Achievement 92 .88
3. Activity 81 .81
4, Advancement 92 91
5. Authority 90 91
6. Company policies and practices 92 .89
7. Compensation 81 q7
8. Co-workers 87 .85
9, Creativity 90 .88
10. Independence .86 .88
11. Moral Values 87 .86
12. Recognition .88 90
13. Responsibility .82 78
14. Security 93 91
15. Social Service 93 93
16. Social Status .84 .85
17. Supervision—Human Relations 90 36
18. Supervision—Technical .82 Ja7
19. Variety .86 85
20. Working Conditions 91 .89

aInd.zated by Hoyt analysis-of-variance reliability representing proportion of
total variance that is reliable.

A comparison of the reliabilities for the two groups shows that
the disabled group was generally more internally consistent than
the non-disabled group, although differences were small. For the
disabled group, all the Hoyt coefficients were .81 or above (r =.90).
For the non-disabled group, the Hoyt coefficients for the Compensa-
tion, Responsibility and Supervision—Technical scales fell below .80.

In view of the above findings, it may be concluded that the dif-
ferences observed between disabled and non-disabled appear to be
reliable group differences and not due to the unreliability of the

scales.

Summary: Analysis of data for disabled and non-disabled groups
indicates that response to the MIQ was apparently affected by the
presence or absence of disability. Disabled individuals gave slightly
more reliable responses to the questionnaire, but their scores were
more variable than those of non-disabled individuals. Disabled in-
dividuals tended to give a slightly different ranking of needs. Again,
they were less consistent in their rankings than were the non-dis-
abled individuals. It appears, then, that disability status has some

relevance to vocational needs.
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Occwpational status differences

The study of occupational differences in MIQ scale scores was
carried out to infer validity for the MIQ. Reinforcers vary from oc-
cupation to occupation. Thus, certain occupations may satisfy only
the “bread-and-butter” needs, such as compensation, good working
conditions and good supervision. These occupations are likely to
be at the bottom of the occupational hierarchy. Other occupations
satisfy a larger range of needs. Professional occupations, for in-
stance, would be expected to satisfy such needs as creativity,
achievement, and social service.

The Theory of Work Adjustment states that an individual’s need
set and the reinforcer system of the job interact to produce job sat-
isfaction. It hypothesizes that satisfaction is an intervening variable
which motivates the individual to leave the job, if satisfaction is
sufficiently low. Dissatisfaction is the outcome of a lack of corres-
pondence between the individual’s need set and the reinforcers
available on the job. In dissatisfaction, the individual’s need is
greater than the amount of reinforcement in the job.

This line of reasoning leads to the following expectations. If
dissatisfaction leads to withdrawal from the dissatisfying situation,
and if dissatisfaction results from need-reinforcement discrepancy,
then scores on a given MIQ scale would vary less for individuals in
occupations in which the pertinent reinforcers are usually found,
in contrast to those in occupations in which the pertinent rein-
forcers are not found. Less variability in scores would result from
the “natural selection” which occurs when dissatisfied individuals
(who have high-strength needs not being met by the occupation)
leave the occupation to find other employment which is more con-
sistent with the.c need pattern. Following a similar line of reason-
ing, mean scores on a given MIQ scale would be higher for persons
in occupations in which the appropriate reinforcers are usually
found, since those with high-strength needs would be attracted to
the occupation as a potentially reinforcing environment. Therefore,
a reinforcer which is characteristic of a given occupation would be
identified by a combination of a high mean and low variability in
scores on the pertinent MIQ scale for the individuals working in
that occupation.

If these hypotheses concerning occupational differences are not
refuted by the data, it would seem that some validity can be as-
cribed to both the MIQ and the Theory of Work-Adjustment. (Other
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

relevant hypotheses concerning MIQ scores in relation to occupa-
tion are discussed in pp. 51-52.)

The following analyses are based on data for the two-firm sam-
ple. (See pp. 23-24 for descripticn of this sample.)

Level: Table 19 presents the mean scale scores of four occupa-
tional groups for each of the 20 MIQ scales. The four occupational
groups studied were: nonskilled blue-collar (N = 524), nonskilled
white-collar (N = 322), skilled white-collar (N = 345) and mana-
gerial (N = 157).

A one-way analysis of variance showed that the four groups dif-
fered significantly in mean scores on every scale. The managerial
group had the highest mean on ten scales: Ability Utilization,
Achievement, Advancement, Authority, Compensation, Creativity,
Recognition, Responsibility, Social Status and Variety. The skilled
white-collar group had the highest mean on the following scales: °
Company Policies and Practices, Security, Social Service, Super-
vision—Human Relations, and Supervision—Technical. The highest
mean on Activity, Co-workers, and Working Conditions belonged to
the nonskilled white-collar group. Furthermore, the two white-
collar groups obtained the highest mean on the Independence and
Moral Values scales. The nonskilled blue-collar group generally
scored lowest, except on the Independence, Security, Social Status,
and Working Conditions scales, where its means were a few decimal
points less than the highest means.

Variability: The data on scale variances for the four occupational
groups are shown in Table 20. Bartlett’s test of homogeneity of
variance showed that the four groups differed significantly in scale
variance on all but four scales: Authority, Independence, Social
Status and Social Service. It is worth noting that the first three
scales (a) had the largest variances; (b) had the lowest means (see
Table 19); and (c) defined the “status” factor shown in Table 11
and discussed in pages 27-28.

The smallest variance among the groups was obtained by the
managerial group on 12 of the 16 remaining scales: Ability Utiliza-
tion, Achievement, Activity, Advancement, Company Policies and
Practices, Compensation, Creativity, Recognition, Responsibility, Su-
pervision—Human Relations, Supervision—Technical, and Variety.
The skilled white-collar group had the smallest variance on Co-
workers, Security, and Working Conditions. On Moral Values, the
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

smallest variance was obtained by the nonskilled white-collar group.
The nonskilled blue-collar group generally obtained the largest
variance on most scales.

Using the criterion of a high mean and low variability to identi-
fy reinforcers characteristic of a given occupation, the data indicate
that Ability Utilization, Achievement, Advancement, Compensa-
tion, Creativity, Recognition, Responsibility, and Variety are rein-
forcer dimensions relatively more characteristic of the managerial
occupation than of the other three.?! Security as a reinforcer is rela-
tively more characteristic of skilled white-collar occupations, and
Moral Values, of the nonskilled white-collar occupations. In ad-
dition, there is some suggestion that Activity is a characteristic
reinforcer for the nonskilled white-collar employees, Company Pol-
icies and Practices for the managerial group, and Working Condi-
tions for the skilled white-collar employees.

Ranks: Further study of occupational group differences in MIQ
scores was undertaken by means of a ranking analysis similar to
that carried out in the disability status section. Ranks were assigned
to each individual’s scale scores. The mean and variance of ranks
on each scale were calculated for each occupational group. These
are listed in Tables 21 and 22.

Table 21 shows that Security was ranked highest by all three
non-managerial groups, while the managerial group gave Advance-
ment first rank. Supervision—Human Relations and Company Pol-
icies and Practices were given high ranks by all four groups. Ad-
vancement and Ability Utilization were ranked in the top five by
all groups except the nonskilled blue-collar. The latter ranked
Working Conditions and Achievement higler than Advancement
and Ability Utilization. All groups ranked Authority, Independence
and Social Status as least important.

In terms of variability in ranks, Table 22 shows that Social
Status was the least variable scale, and Achievement and Authority
among the least variable scales, for all four groups. In contrast,

2 in any scale with an upper limiting value (score), a high mean is associated
with lower variaoility (relative to variability possible when the mean has a
lower value). This psychometric artifact may account for some findings which
meet the high-mean-low-variability criterion. The higher the absolute value of
the mean in the finding, the more susceptible the finding is to interpretation as
a psychometric artifact. Conversely, the closer the mean value is to the mid-
point of the scale, the less likely that the finding is a psychometric artifact.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Moral Values and Compensation were among the most variable
scales for all four groups.

A one-way analysis of variance showed that the four groups dif-
fered significantly in the mean ranks assigned to seventeen of the
twenty MIQ scales. This means that some groups considered these
reinforcer dimensions as relatively more important (in relation to
other reinforcer dimensions) than did other groups. Thus, Ability
Utilization, Achievement, Advancement, Authority, Company Pol-
icies and Practices, Creativity, Responsibility, and Variety were ac-
corded higher average ranks by the managerial group than by the
other groups. Similarly, Social Service was given a higher rank by
both white-collar groups. In addition, the nonskilled white-collar
group gave higher ranks to Activity and Moral Values. The non-
skilled blue-collar workers ranked Co-workers, Independence, Se-
curity, Social Status, Supervision—Technical and Working Condi-
tions higher than did the other groups. These results are similar to

those shown in Table 19, the differences between the two tables be-

ing due to unreliability in ranking means from negatively skewed
distributions.

Application of Bartlett’s test of homogeneity of variance showed
significant differences in ranking variability for only seven scales.
The managerial group was least variable in ranking Ability Utiliza-
tion, Advancement, and Independence; the skilled white-collar
group in ranking Social Status; the nonskilled white-collar group
in ranking Authority and Responsibility; and the nonskilled blue-
collar in ranking Security. The relatively wide variability in ranks
for most scales is again attributable to the negatively skewed dis-
tributions of the scale scores.

Using once more the criterion of high mean and low variability
to identify characteristic reinforcers, the ranking data indicate that
Ability Utilization and Advancement are characteristic of mana-
gerial occupations, while Security is characteristic of nonskilled
blue-collar occupations. There is also some suggestion that Activity
and Moral Values are characteristic reinforcers for the nonskilled
white-collar, and Working Conditions for the nonskilled blue-collar
workers.

The foregoing findings, on both scale scores and rankings of scale
scores, demonstrate that the MIQ is capable of discriminating in
several ways among gross occupational groups, and that these dis-
criminations appear to be meaningful from the viewpoint of the
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Theory of Work Adjustment and from expectations based on a gen-
eral knowledge of occupations.

Factorial composition: Intercorrelations among the 20 MIQ scales
were factor analyzed for each occupational group.?? The results are
summarized in Table 23.

Two factors were required to account for the common variance
of the three non-managerial groups. The factor structures for these
three groups were very similar. For each group, the first factor ac-
counted for about 64% of the common variance and had loadings
of .40 and above in 15 scales. This factor was defined, for the three
groups, by Ability Utilization, Achievement, Advancement, Com-
pany Policies and Practices, Compensation, Co-workers, Moral Val-
ues, Security, the two Supervision scales, and Working Conditions.
The second factor was defined, again for all three non-managerial
groups, by Authority, Creativity, . Independence, Responsibility,
and Social Status. This pattern of loadings is similar to those dis-
cussed previously (see Tables 11 and 17). The first factor relates to
work reinforcers in general (and thus may be named a general vo-
cational needs dimension), while the second factor relates to rein-
forcers associated with status.

In contrast to the foregoing findings, three factors were required
to account for common variance in the scores of the managerial
group. For this group, the first factor accounted for 449 of the
common variance, and had high loadings in Ability Utilization,
Achievement, Activity, Creativity, Responsibility, and Variety.
The second factor accounted for 28% of the common variance and
had high loadings in Co-workers, Moral Values, Security, and Work-
ing Conditions, with secondary loadings in Company Policies and
Practices, Social Service, and the two Supervision scales. The third
factor, accounting for the remaining 28% of the common variance,
had high loadings in Authority, Compensation, Independence, Rec-
ognition, and Social Status, with secondary loadings in Advance-
ment and Responsibility. This pattern of loadings suggests that the
first factor pertains to reinforcers associated with achievement;
the seccnd factor pertains to working conditions as reinforcers;
and the third factor relates to status or recognition reinforcers. It
is interesting to note that these three factors correspond roughly
to Maslow’s “self-actualization,” “security” and “ego” needs, re-

22 Intercorrelation matrices appear in Appendix B, Tables B-4 through B-T7.
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

spectively. It is also worth noting that Compensation, for these
managerial workers, is related to the status dimension, rather than
the working conditions dimension (as it is for the non-managerial
workers).

These data show, then, that covariation on the MIQ scales can
be represented in two dimensions for both blue- and white-collar
non-managerial workers, but for managers three dimensions are re-
quired to represent scale covariation. The greater complexity of
need-set organization at higher levels in the occupational hierarchy
agrees with typical expectations and contributes to the evidence of
validity for the MIQ as a measure of needs.

Reliabilities: Hoyt reliability coefficients, representing proportion
of total scale variance reliably attributable to individual differences,
are listed for the 20 MIQ scales, and for the four occupational
groups, in Table 24.

Table 24 shows that scale reliabilities for the four groups were
generally high, and differed little among the groups. On only four

Table 24, Reliability" of MIQ scales, for four occupational groups

Nonskilled Nonskilled Skilled

Scale Blue-collar White-collar White-collar Managerial .
1. Ability Utilization ... 82 82 9 84
2. Achievement ... .o 76 J7 81 7
3. Activity .80 5 72 4
4. Advancement ... 84 .86 84 85
5. Authority 85 .88 90 90
6. Company policies and

practices . 716 .81 83 178

7. Compensation ... 67 76 76 67
8. Co-WOrkers ... 481 81 .80 76
9, Creativity ..o <19 82 85 84

10. Independence ... 83 86 87 38

11, Moral Values ... I | ] .80 82 .86
12. Recognition ... 83 85 87 84

13. Responsibility ... 69 .70 £8

14. Security ... 84 81 .86

15. Social Service .89 88 93
16. Social Status ... 85 .82 .86
17. Supervision—

Human Relations .......... 179 P ST 54
18. Supervision—Technical .. .75 70 67 65
19, Variety ... J7 8 72 74
20. Working Conditions ... .77 87 86 .92

s Indicated by Hoyt analysis-of-variance reliability coefficient representing pro-
portion of total variance that is reliable.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

scales did the coefficients differ by .10 or more. The largest differ-
ence was on the Supervision—Human Relations scale. The propor-
tion of reliable variance for the blue-collar group was 79%, while
for the managers it fell below the acceptable minimum, at 54%. A
similar pattern was observed for the Supervision—Technical scale,

~which dropped from 75% for the blue-collar group to a borderline

acceptability of 65% for the managers. Conversely, reliabilities for
Moral Values and Working Conditions increased with the occupa-
tional level. Median scale reliability was .79 for the nonskilled blue-
collar group, .82 for the two white-collar groups, and .84 for the
managerial group. :

These results indicate that the MIQ scales are quite reliable for
most occupational groups. For managers, however, reliability is
questionable for beth Supervision scales, and for the Compensation
and Responsibility scales. Any interpretations or inferences made
utilizing these scales with managers should be made with caution.

Summary: Comparison of four occupational groups on the MIQ
suggest the following: The MIQ is capable of measuring reliably
and of differentiating among occupational groups. To the extent
that occupational groups are expected to differ in level, variability,
rank and structure of vocational needs, the MIQ is a measure of vo-
cational needs. Evidence of validity for the MIQ as a measure of
needs is not stronger because of the grossness of occupational group-
ings used in this study, and because it was assumed that job satis-
faction was equivalent for the workers in the different groups.
However, the results obtained thus far are consistent with the
Theory of Work Adjustment and with other expectations concern-
ing vocational needs.

Employment status differences

The Theory of Work Adjustment states that the development of
a need set depends upon experiences of the individual with the re-
inforcers appropriate to the needs represented in the set. Thus, dif-
ferences in vocational need strengths would be expected between
an employed group of persons and a group of individuals who have
had relatively little or no empleyment experience. This implies
that mean scores for work-specific needs will be lower for the pre-
employment group than for the employed group. It also implies
that need scores will be less consistent (more variable) for the pre-
employment group, compared with the employed group. This would
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

be the result of less uniformity in reinforcement experience for the
pre-employment group. Related to this implication, it is also ex-
pected that ranking of needs in terms of strength (i.e., importance)
would differ between the two groups.

To test these implications, MIQ scores for a pre-employment
group of college students were compared with the scores of an em-
ployed group of individuals. It was assumed that the college stu-
dents had had less exposure to work-specific reinforcers than the
employed group.

The college student group used in these comparisons was the
same group which participated in the test-retest studies. Responses
to the first administration of the MIQ were used. A total of 503 stu-
dents were included in the study. Some descriptive characteristics
of the student (pre-employment) group appear in Table 25.

Table 25. Descriptive characteristics of college student (pre-employment) sample

(N = 503)
Characteristic N %
Age
18 'OF 1SS .....ccommierrmrisrssresssssssssosn e RS eEE 86 17
19-20 e oo 1 TR | 59
21-29 R 11
23 or over 63 12
College Class
freshman .20 4
sophomore 357 1
junior 79 16
senior st ReR R R - 33 ki
adult special or graduate student ... 14 2
Sex
Male ; 337 67
Female .. e et ettt 166 33

The employed sample used in the comparison was a combination
of the skilled white-collar and managerial groups involved in the
study of occupational differences. This group was chosen for two
reasons. First, it was assumed that skilled white-collar and mana-
gerial jobs were the kinds of jobs which most of the college stu-
dents would eventually hold. Thus, the comparison would be be-
tween essentially similar groups, except for the factor of occupa-
tional experience (and the related variable of age). Secondly, the
groups were quite comparable in sex composition, thus eliminating
another possible source of need-score difference. The pre-employ-
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

ment group was 67% male; the employed group was 70% male.
There obviously are other factors which enter into the compari-
son being made. Age is one of prime importance. Although age is a
possible explanation for any need-score differences which might
occur, it should be pointed out that the Theory makes similar pre-
dictions concerning age as it does for employment experience.

Level: A comparison of MIQ scale means for the pre-employment
and employed groups is shown in Table 26. A one-way analysis of
variance showed that differences on 17 of the 20 MIQ scales were
statistically significant. The largest differences occurred on the two
Supervision scales and the Company Policies and Practices scale.
It will be noted that these scales relate to aspects of work with
which the pre-employment group probably had the least experience.

The three scales for which mean differences were not statistically
significant were Ability Utilization, Social Service and Social Status.
These scales presumably involve the kinds of reinforcers with which
the pre-employment group had much experience. Thus, absence of
significant differences on these scales is not surprising.

Table 26. MIQ scale means for pre-employment and employed groups

Group
Pre-

Scale employment Employed F(1,1002) Pt
1. Ability Utilization ... 22.1 224 3.59

2. Achievement 21.7 22.1 7.75 01
3. Activity 184 20.3 95.61 001
4, Advancement 21.2 2.7 59.64 001
5. Authority 155 i7.2 52.44 001
6. Company policies and practices... 20.1 223 159.51 .001
7. Compensation 19.0 21.2 128.97 .001
8. Co-workers 20.0 20.5 8.32 01
9. Creativity 19.8 20.9 32.26 001
10. Independence 144 15.8 T 2742 001
11. Moral Values 204 21.6 26.58 .001
12. Recognition 19.0 203 41.56 .001
13. Responsibility 19.1 20.3 49.21 .001
14. Security 21.0 22.2 34.32 .001
15. Social Service 20.3 20.6 2.68

16. Social Status 154 15.7 1.66

17. Supervision—Human Relations ... 20.0 223 167.85 .001
18. Supervision—Technical ... 183 21.1 258.94 001
19. Variety 199 20.2 4.03 05
20. Working Conditions ... 20.8 21.2 5.37 05

a Probability of error in rejecting null hypothesis of no difference between group
means, if p = .05.
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It is worth noting that on every scale for which the mean differ-
ence was significant, the pre-employment group mean was the lower
of the two means. Even on those scales for which differences were
not statistically significant, the pre-employment group mean was
still the lower mean.

Variability: It was predicted that the variability of scores for the
pre-employment group would be greater than variability for the
employed group, because of less consistent exposure on the part of
the students to work-related reinforcers. A comparison of scale
variances, shown in Table 27, supported this prediction. For all 20
MIQ scales, the variance for the pre-employment group was greater
than the corresponding variance for the employed group. These dif-
ferences were statistically significant for 19 of the 20 MIQ scales.
The only scale for which the difference was not significant was the
Authority scale.

These comparisons of means and variances indicate that the MIQ
functions as a measure of vocational needs in accordance with pre-

Table 27. MIQ scale variances for pre-employment and employed groups

Group
Pre-

Scale employment Employed Chi-square* p°
1. Ability Utilization 9.56 470 61.75 001
2. Achievement 8.29 4.23 55.57 .001
3. Activity 12.07 6.08 57.52 001
4. Advancement 12.11 5.24 85.48 .001
5. Authority 1643 14.04 3.10
6. Company policies and practices.... 9.82 5.35 45.32 001
7. Compensation ; 1149 6.39 42.32 .001
8. Co-workers 10.11 6.13 30.94 .001
9. Creativity 12.88 5.98. 71.88 .001

10. Independence 19.46 15.85 5.25 .05

11. Moral Values 15.25 8.83 36.90 001

12. Recognition 13.16 7.98 31.03 .001

13. Responsibility 9.00 5.64 27.12 001

14. Security 14.08 6.26 79.86 001

15. Social Service 15.79 7.22 74.79 001

16. Social Status 19.11 13.12 17.59 .001

17. Supervision—Human Relations.... 10.28 4.79 71.24 .001

18. Supervision—Technical ............. 9.14 5.41 34.07 001

19. Variety 12.56 6.45 54.48 .001

20. Working Conditions ... 10.59 8.20 8.15 01

a Chi-square value of Bartlett’s test of homogeneity of variance with 1 degree of

freedom. .
b Probability of error in rejecting null hypothesis of no difference between group
variances, if p =.05.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

dictions derived from the Theory of Work Adjustment. The predic-
tion of lower means and larger variances for the pre-employment
group was substantiated on 16 of the 20 MIQ scales. The remaining
scales—Ability Utilization, Authority, Social Service, and Social
Status—failed to fulfill the predictions (although on each of these
scales significant group differences on one or the other statistic were
observed). These results lend further support to the validity of the
MIQ as a measure of vocational needs and the Theory of Work Ad-
justment as a research paradigm.

Ranks: The mean ipsative ranks of needs in terms of importance
for the two groups, pre-employment and employed, is shown in
Table 28.

These data show that the following needs were ranked more
highly by the pre-employment group than by the employed group:
Ability Utilization, Achievement, Co-workers, Independence, Social
Service, Social Status, Variety and Working Conditions. These needs
were given higher relative ranks by the employed group: Advance-
ment, Company Policies and Practices, Compensation, Supervision

Table 28. Mean ipsative ranks for presemployment and employed groups

Group
Pre-

Scale employment Employed ¥(1,1002) p*
1. Ability Utilization ... 5.4 6.6 23.33 .001
2. Achievement 6.3 7.3 23.57 .001
3. Activity ... 12.7 12.2 2.29
4, Advancement 7.0 6.0 14.24 .001
5. Authority 163 16.0 1.52
6. Company policies and practices... 95 6.9 87.58 001
7. Compensation 115 9.7 34.80 .001
8. Co-workers 9.7 11.3 29.89 001
9. Creativity 9.8 10.2 1.85

10. Independence 169 17.7 8.42 01

11. Moral Values ... 8.6 8.4 0.16

12. Recognition 115 11.6 0.03

13. Responsibility 11.6 118 1.06

14. Security 74 7.1 0.76

15. Social Service ... v 9.0 11.0 37.80 .001

16. Social Status 163 18.0 54.12 .001

17. Supervision—Human Relations...... 9.6 6.8 114.37 .001

18. Supervision—Technical .......cc... e 133 10.1 154.93 .001

19. Variety 9.7 11.8 49.22 .001

20. Working Conditions ... 7.8 9.3 22.22 .001

2 Probability of error in rejecting null hypothesis of no difference between mean
ranks, if p =< .05,
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—Human Relations and Supervision—Technical. The mean ranks
for the remaining seven needs were not signiﬁcantly different be-
tween the two groups.

These data partially support the results obtained with scale
scores. Significant differences occurred on several scales which were
more work-oriented, in accordance with the predictions outlined
above.

The comparison of variability of ranks, shown in Table 29, indi-
cated that the employed group was significantly more consistent in
its rankinge for the following scales: Advancement, Creativity, In-
dependence, Social Service, Social Status and Variety. The pre-em-
ployment group, on the other hand, showed less variability in rank-
ing the Supervision—Techrical and Working Conditions scales. The
differences on the remaining scales were not statistically significant.

Factorial Composition: Scale intercorrelations for the pre-em-
ployment group were factor analyzed to determine the underlying

Table 29. Varicnces of ipsative ranks for pre-employment and employed groups

Group
Pre-

Scale employment Employed Chi-square? p’
1. Ability Utilization 14.00 14.44 0.12

2. Achievement 12.23 12.32 0.01

3. Activity 22.59 19.50 2.1

4, Advancement 22,10 17.97 5.36 .05
5. Authority 18.30 17.19 0.49

6. Company policies and practices... 20.12 18.80 0.58

7. Compensation 22,74 25.29 1.42

8. Co-workers 21.78 20.15 0.76

9. Creativity .o s 25.99 19.60 9.93 .01
10. Independence £1.98 13.01 33.99 .001
11. Moral Values 30.92 27.68 1.54

12. Recognition 22.03 21.23 0.17

13. Responsibility 17.74 17.77 0.00

14. Security 27.73 24,16 2.38

15. Social Service 32.23 20.52 25.30 001
16. Social Status 19.01 7.77 96.98 .001
17. Supervision—Human Relations... 17.34 15.74 1.17

18. Supervision—Technical ... 15.16 18.54 5.07 05
19. Variety 27.50 20.72 9.99 .01
20. Working Conditions ... 21.65 2749 7.13 .01

s Chi-square value of Bartlett's test of homogeneity of variance, with 1 degree of
freedom.

b Probability of error in rejecting null hypothesis of no difference between vari-
ance ‘of ranks, if p = .05.
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dimensions accounting for scale covariation.?® The results are shown
in Table 30. ,

Three factors emerged from this factor analysis. A comparison
of these factors with the factors for the managerial and skilled
white-collar groups (Table 23) shows that factor structure for the
pre-employment group differed from those of the two other groups.
Factor I, for the pre-employment group, had high loadings in Ability

Table 30. Varimax factor motrix of MIQ scales, for the pre-employment group

Factors
Variable 1 II 1 Communality SMC*
1. Ability Utilization 64 32 -25 57 62
2. Achievement ... 74 34 —24 72 74
3. Activity .. . 51 32 -—15 38 42
4, Advancement ... 28 18 -—-72 62 62
5. Authority ... S | | 65 —41 59 59
6. Company policies and practices...... 62 —05 —48 62 64
7. Compensation ... . 15 12 -77 63 59
8. CO-WOTKErS ... .. 68 —02 —34 54 56
9. Creativity s 41 66 —00 61 59
10. IndependencCe ..., == 02 46 00 21 25
11. Moral Values ... . 08 —02 —12 43 - 42
12. Recognition e 21 36 —61 57 58
13. Responsibility 33 72 -—19 67 65
14. Security ... .. 371 —04 —61 51 53
15. Social Service ... . 65 20 03 46 51
16. Social Status —-13 42 —56 50 50
17. Supervision—Human Relations....... 68 04 —49 71 75
18. Supervision—Technical ........cocn. 93 10 —48 52 61
19. Variety 49 46 —09 46 52
20. Working Conditions 51 —06 —52 53 51
Comntribution of factor ............472 253 3.62 10.86
Proportion of common variance... 43 .23 .33 1.00

Note: Decimal points omitted.
a Estimated communalities: squared multiple correlation coefficients.

Utilization, Achievement, Activity, Company Policies and Practices,
Co-workers, Moral Values, Social Service, the two Supervision
scales, Variety and Working Conditions. This factor accounted for
43% of the common variance. Factor II, accounting for 23% of the
common variance, had high loadings on Authority, Creativity, Inde-
pendence and Responsibility, with secondary loadings on Social
Status and Variety. Factor III accounted for 33% of the common

= Seale intercorrelation matrix appears in Appendix B, Table B-9.
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variance and had high loadings on Advancement, Compensation,
Recognition, and Security. -

For the pre-employment group, Factor II and Factor III were
easier to interpret than Factor I. Factor II related to independence
(in the sense of the opposite of dependence) while Factor III con-
cerned a broader dimension of compensation. Factor I consisted of
all other dimensions not included in the other factors and seemed
to be more of a general vocational need dimension. However, it had
loadings of .40 and higher on only 12 scales and accounted for only
43% of the common variance.

These results indicate that employment experience differentially
affects need structures as well as need levels and relative import-
ance. These results give further support to the validity of the MIQ
as a measure of vocational needs.

Reliabilities: Table 31 shows that the MIQ scales were reliable
measures for the pre-employment group. The Hoyt coefficients in
this table vary from a low of .78 for the Responsibility scale to a
high of .94 for the Social Service scale. All the reliabilities in Table
31 are well above usual minimum-acceptable levels. This indicates
that MIQ results obtained with college students tend to be both

Table 31. Reliability® of MIQ scales, for the pre-employment group

Scale Hoyt coefficient
1. Ability Utilization .88
2, Achievement ... 80
3. Activity 82
4, Advancement 91
5. Anthority 90
6. Company policies and practices 84
7. Compensation 81
8. Co-workers .88
9. Creativity 90

10. Independence .89

11. Moral Values .83

12. Recognition 89

13. Responsibility 18

14. Security 92

15. Social Service 94

16. Social Status .89

17. Supervision—Human Relations 84

18. Supervision—Technical 13

19, VATIELY .o srnssssss s st sssemsstsssessssss ssrssssssmssssns e .86

20. Working Conditions 90

2 Indicated by Hoyt analysii-of-variance reliability coefficient representing pro-
portion of total variance that is zeliable.
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statistically and practically significant. When Table 31 is compared
with Table 24, the pre-employment group is shown to have re-
sponded to almost all scales of the MIQ in a more reliable fashion
than the two employed comparison groups.

Summary

The foregoing findings have shown that the MIQ has several
desirable psychometric properties. The MIQ scal:s appear to be ex-
tremely reliable, i.e., internally consistent, indicating that the di-
mensions are perceived by respondents as homogeneous. The MIQ
scales also appear to yield sufficient stability of measurement to be
useful in vocational diagnosis and prognosis.

Furthermore, the MIQ has been shown to be capable of dis-
criminating among various groups of individuals, and that this dis-
crimination occurs in meaningful ways.

In the study of disability status groups the data support the usual
assumption that disability affects personality. Differences in rela-
tive strengths of needs between disabled and non-disabled workers
suggest hypotheses for further research into the need structures of
the disabled.

The data on occupational group differences and employment
status differences tend to support implications from the Theory of
Work Adjustment. In addition, these results lend construct v2lidity
to the MIQ as a measure of vocational needs. In several different
types of analyses, the observed differences were, for the most part,
those predicted by the Theory.

These evidences of reliability, stability, and construct validity
for the MIQ, together with its ease of administration and scoring
and high reading-ease level, meet in large part the criteria for
measuring instruments set forth in the introduction. Yet several
problems remain in the development of the MIQ. More specific
evidences of validity for each of the scales are needed. Scale inter-
correlations are somewhat higher than wanted. More and better
evidence of test-retest stability is desirable. Skewness of scale score
distributions have to be corrected. The following section discusses
these problems in more detail.
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Further Development of the MIQ

To develop the MIQ into a dependable tool for the vocational
psychologist, applic.ble in both research and practice, studies are
being undertaken to improve its technical aspects, and, to demon-
strate the validity of individual MIQ scales. S

Technical aspecis

The major technical deficiencies of the MIQ are the skewed dis-
tribution of scale scores and the relatively high scale intercorrela-
tions. These problems are interrelated. Both the skewed distribu-
tions and the high scale intercorrelations probably result from a
rating bias commonly observed in response to items of the type
used in the MIQ. This is the general tendency for individuals to
choose the “important” end of the scale in responding to the MIQ
items. While this rating bias is evident on practically all items, the
ability of the instrument to differentiate between groups indicates
that the bias is not general. The scale intercorrelations support this
contention. While there is some tendency for those who are high
on one scale to be high on another, this tendency is differential for
different scales and different groups.

A technical problem also closely related to rating bias is that of
consistency of response. Since the MIQ is intended for use in re-
search and counseling it is desirable that response to the question-
naire be consistent under varying conditions of administration.
However, this probably will not always be possible. People partici-
pate both in research and vocational counseling under varying con-
ditions of motivation. Rating bias can be the result of an intentional
negative (or positive) distortion of response to the questionnaire.

An experimental,adaptation of the MIQ, using a forced-choice
format, has been designed to overcome these deficiencies. It is be-
lieved that, not only would the forced-choice format eliminate or
reduce the rating bias problem, but it also would provide internal
checks on the response consistency of the respondent. This experi-
mental form consists of 380 items.?* Each item is a two-choice alter-
native. The alternatives utilized in the questionnaire were the MIQ

= A copy of the instructions and the first two pages of the questionnaire is in
Appendix A. Because of the number of items involved, the entire questionnaire

is not reproduced here. :
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items found to correlate most highly with total scale score on each
scale. Only one item was chosen to represent each scale, to eliminate
between-item error. Thus the same twenty scales in the MIQ are
represented in the experimental form. These items are listed on p.
21, where the MIQ scales are described.

The first 190 items of the experimental form corsist of each scale
being paired with every other scale. Since there are twenty scales,
there are (20 X 19) = 2, or 190, pairs possible. The second 190 items
of the form are the same pairs of alternatives as the first 190 items,
but with order of alternatives reversed. This repetition of items
serves a dual purpose. First, it controls for order of alternatives
within an item, since it is possible that some individuals tend to
respond consistently to first choice or second choice. Secondly, it
serves as a check on the consistency of the respondent. By appro-
priate scoring of the items, it is possible to arrive at a “consistency”
score for the respondent on each of the 20 scales. The consistency
score is obtained by counting the number of times on a given scale
the individual answers the same item, with alternatives reversed,
in the same way. An inconsistency score may be obtained by count-
ing the number of reversals. These scores can then be summed
across the 20 scales to yield a total score which indicates whether
the individual responded to the questionnaire in a consistent fashion.

Preliminary studies have been started on the experimental form
and will be reported in later publications of this series.

Validity studies

Although the data presented in this Bulletin have demonstrated
some construct validity for the MIQ, more specific evidences of
validity are necessary for each MIQ scale. Toward this end, a series
of studies is being undertaken, the general design of which is as
follows:

The Theory of Work Adjustment states that job satisfaction is a
function of correspondence between a worker’s needs and the re-
inforcement offered by the work environment. For a given rein-
forcer and its associated need, satisfaction is a function of the cor-
respondence between the worker’s need and the amount of rein-
forcement the reinforcer provides on the job.

To use the above paradigm in validity studies for individual
MIQ scales, a questionnaire was constructed to reflect satisfaction
on the same twenty scales measured by the MIQ. Validation of an
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MIQ scale would then involve a comparison of satisfaction for two
groups of workers whose need scores are the same, but who are in
jobs which offer differing amounts of the particular reinforcer un-
der study.

Studies are in process which follow this general pattern. As an
example, workers with high Authority needs are separated into
groups on the basis of the amount of authority their jobs provide,
such as top executives vs. first-line supervisors vs. rank-and-file
clerical workers. The major prediction is that mean satisfaction
scores on the Authority dimension would decrease with decreasing
amount of authority provided by the job. Further, it is expected
that satisfaction score variability for both the high and low authori-
ty groups will be lower than that of the intermediate-level-of-au-
thority group.

A similar design is being followed for the other MIQ scales. High
need groups are divided by job into high, medium and low rein-
forcement groups. Group differences in satisfaction scores are ex-
amined as evidence of validity for the need scale.

Occupational reinforcer patierns

Utilizing derivations from the Theory of Work Adjustment, an
attempt is being made to determine patterns of occupational rein-
forcers in various jobs. Occupational Reinforcer Patterns (ORPs)
parallel the Occupational Aptitude Patterns (OAPs) developed by
the U. S. Employment Service. Where the OAP is useful in predict-
ing job satisfactoriness (and such tenure outcomes as involuntary
job termination), the ORP may prove useful in predicting job satis-
faction (and tenure outcomes of voluntary job separation).

Several approaches are being used in the development of ORPs.
A “mean difference” approach is patterned after the method used
in developing OAPs. This approach requires “high” and “low” cri-
terion groups, with general job satisfaction as the criterion. Signifi-
cant need scale inean dif">rences between the groups identify the
reinforcers on the j»b. Multivariate techniques, with satisfaction
as the dependent variable and need scores as the independent vari-
ables, are being utilized in another approach to the identification of
ORPs. A third approach utilizes a “difference score” (between need
and satisfaction on each reinforcer dimension) in comparing a spe-
cific occupational group with a total employed group.
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By a combination of these approaches, it is hoped that patterns
of reinforcers which are specific to a certain occupation can be de-
termined. Such patterns can then be utilized by the vocational
counselor in exploring with the counselee his probable satisfaction
with the various occupations he is considering.

It should also be noted that the projected development of ORPs
constitutes both a validation of the MIQ scales, and empirical sup-
port for the Theory of Work Adjustment, since it is predicated on
the same assumptions underlying the validity studies described

above.

Additional dimensions

The 20 dimensions measured by the MIQ were the result of
previous research in the area of need measurement and job satis-
faction. It was never assumed that these 20 dimensions constituted
the totality of reinforcers effective in the employment situation, or
the totality of human work-related needs. Continuing attempts will
be made to add relevant dimensions to the MIQ as they are found
to exist as reinforcers in the work environment.




Use of the MIQ

All instruments reported in this Bulletin are copyrighted by the
Industrial Relations Center, University of Minnesota. The ques-
tionnaires are available without charge to all qualified persons, for
either research or counseling purposes, by arrangement with the Re-
gion VI Regional Vocational Rehabilitation Research Institute, pro-
vided that completed questionnaires are made available to the Re-
gional Research Institute for research and normative purposes.
The following is a summary of instructions for the use of the MIQ
adapted from the Counselor’s Manual®® for the instrument.

Administration

The MIQ is self-administering. All directions necessary for the
respondent appear on the inside first page of the questionnaire. Rele-
vant rating instructions are repeated at the top of each page.

There is no time limit for the MIQ. However, the individual
should be encouraged to answer the questions immediately upon
deciding on his response. The individual should respond rapidly to
the alternatives. Since the MIQ is not a “test” but a questionnaire
dependent on self report, the respondent’s motivational state should
be as favorable as is possible,

Experience with the MIQ indicates that the average worker
completes the questionnaire in from 15 to 20 minutes. The shortest
time observed in an employed group was about ten minutes; the
slowest individual took about 30 minutes. In no case has administra-
tion time taken over 30 minutes.

Additional information concerning administration appears in the
Counselor’s Manual.

Scoring

Accompanying each MIQ booklet is a combination scoring sheet
and profile (see Figures 1 and 2). To use the scoring sheet, begin on
Side 1. Each item in the MIQ is scored from 1 to 5. A score of 1
is for “very unimportant,” 2 is “not important,” 3 is “neither,” 4 is
“important,” and 5 is “very important.” On Side 1 of the scoring-

% Weiss, D. J. Counselor’s Manual for the Minnesota Importance Question-
naire, Vocational Rehabilitation Research Institute, Industrial Relations Center,
University of Minnesota, 1963. Mimeographed.
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profile sheet (Figure 1) there are 100 boxes in five lines of twenty
boxes each.

Step 1. Beginning with Item 1 of the MIQ, record the value (1-5)
of each item response in sequence in the 100 boxes, beginning
at the left and proceeding to the right and beginning with
the uppermost line and proceeding to the lower linés. If any
items are not answered, leave the box for that item blank.

Step 2. To obtain scale scores: sum the five numbers appearing
in each vertical column and record the result in the box just
beneath that column. The twenty scores thus obtained are the
raw scores on the twenty scales of the MIQ. The scores should
vary from a minimum of 5 to a maximum of 25.

Step 3. Scan the 100 item response boxes for blanks (unanswered
items). If all items have been answered, go to Step 4. If more
than one item per scale is blank, the results should be con-
sidered unusable. For scales in which only four items have
been answered, divide the total scale score by 4 and multiply
the result by 5. The result of this procedure, rounded to the
nearest integer, is the new scale score for that scale, and
should replace the 4-item scale score recorded previously.

Step 4. To obtain T-scores, fold the top of Side 1 down so that the
top of the sheet is just above the row of scale scores. When
this is done, three sets of twenty boxes from the reverse side
of the sheet will appear just above the scale scores. These
boxes are for recording T-scores. Refer to the appropriate
norm group tables for the T-score value of the scale score for
each of the twenty scales and record them in these boxes. For
those who desire to compare the individual on several sets of
norms, repeat the above process for up to three sets of T-
scores. Record each set of T-scores on the appropriate line at
the bottom of Side 2. Be sure to identify the norm group (s)
in the space (s) provided just below the profile chart.

Step 5. To plot T-score values: completely unfold the profile
sheet so that Side 2 is facing upward. Plot the appropriate T-
score values for each scale on the profile chart. Wherever
more than one norm group has been used, it is advisable to
plot the scores in different colored lines. Be sure to identify
the profile sheet by completing case number, name and date
at the top of Side 2.

67




MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Arrangements for scoring the questionnaires by computer can
be made through the Region VI Regional Research Institute if about
100 or more questionnaires are to be scored at one time.

Norms

Norms for the MIQ are presented in Tables 32 through 38. These
norms are T-score norms, with a mean of 50 and a standard devia-
tion of 10. Norms are available for the following groups:

Table 32: General working population (excluding disabled
workers). All occupational groups combined. This sample is a
combination of the two-firm sample and Work Adjustment
Project non-disabled sample studied in this Bulletin. (The
occupational samples below are sub-sets of this total sample).

Table 33: Employed disabled workers. This sample is the Work
Adjustment Project disabled sample.

Table 34: Nonskilled blue-collar workers.
Table 35: Nonskilled white-collar workers.
Table 36: Skilled white-collar workers.
Table 37: Managerial workers.

Table 38: College students.

Additional norms will be developed as they become available.

NotE

To facilitate recording of T-score equivalents for the scale
scores on the profile sheets, the order of scales in Tables 32
through 38 is different from that used throughout the preceding
sections of this Bulletin. The order is the same as the order in
which items appear in the questionnaire. The list of scale names
corresponding to the abbreviations used in these Tables ap-
pears in Figure 1.
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Appendix A

i e

N-Factors Questionnaire

Work Adjustment Project
Industrial Relations Center

N-Factors Questionnaire

Code No.

CONFIDENTIAL

My ideal occupation is:

On the following four pages are some statements about occupations. Please
answer these questions with your ideal occupation in mind. For each statement:

Check the box under “Yes” if the statement is a reason why you think this
occupation is the ideal one for you;

Check “No” if it is not a reason.

Please answer every statement,

Remember, keep your ideal occupation in mind, and answer &avery state-
ment by saying to yourself: “I think this occupation is the ideal occupation for

me because ...”

Copyright 1960
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

“I think this occupation is the ideal occupation for me because . . .”
Yes No
1. you're sure to get credit for something you do well ... 1.0 0
2. you don’t have t0 WOTK GlONE ... s 2.0 0O
3. the work is hard and it brings out the best In You ... 3.0 Od
4, you are a leader; you know more than those around you and you
tell them how to do things right ... s ———— 4.0 O
5. service to mankind is about the best thing a man can do ... 50 0O
6. you can say what you think, and do what you think you ought to
do and act just the way YOou £Eel ... o s 6.0 O
7. you get a chance to live in a better neighborhood ... 7.0 O
8. you can do the job without feeling that you're doing something
wrong e e R85 Rt A 1 e et st 8.0 O
9. there is always someone around you can depend on when problems

170 ss L300 ) « T 9.0 O
10. you keep doing new things on your own s e . 1000 O
11. you can work until retirement and know that there will be retire-

ment pay when you stop working - 11,03 O
12. nobody hardly ever tells you what t0 dO ... 12.0 O

' Yes No
“I think this occupation is the ideal occupation for me because . . .”
Yes No
13. you make the decisions ...... .13.0 O
14. you get a chance to help lots of people ... em— 14.0 O
15. you get a chance to be yourself e —— 15.0 O
16. you have a chance to get lots of things, like a car, a boat, or a sum-

D0 91=s SR 1= 1 03 o OO OO 16. 0 O
17. all the things you have to do agree with your religious beliefs ... 17.0 O
18. you don’t have to make any big decisions by yourself ... 18. 0 O
19. you can dream up new things or invent new ways to do things.... 19. 0 O
20. you can always depend on getting paid O O
21, yOU are YOUr OWIN DOSS ..o .O 0O
22. you know that somebody will appreciate what you're doing when

010 B LR T 170 T N ) « S 2.0 O
23. you get a chance to meet a 1ot 0f PEOPIE ... 23. 0 O
24. when you do a job you can say, “I did a darn good job!"........ ... 2. 0 O

Yes No

80

St




THE MEASUREMENT OF VCCATIONAL NEEDS :
“I think this occupation is the ideal occupation for me because . ..”
Yes No T
; ' 25. you get a chance to rub elbows with important people ... 25.0 O
26. if you think it is wrong to do something, you don’t have to do it..... 26. O LI
f 27. you don’t have the headaches of a lot of responsibility ... 2.0 O
f 28. you get a chance to try something new—something you haven’t z
done before 2.3 0O z}
) 29. you are not taking a chance on becoming unemployed ... 20.0 O ﬁ
j 30. you work alone most of the time without anyone around giving *%
: you orders 3.0 O %{3
3 31. when you do a good job, people will know you did it ... 3.0 O Ii
32. you work with many people and get a chance to make many %
friends 2.0 0 x
* 33. when you do something, you get a chance to do it well ... 33.0 0O 5,
j 34. you give orders rather than take them 4.0 O §
{ 35. you get satisfaction from knowing that you've done something to g b
3 help someone else 35.0 O
‘Jl 36. you get a lot of time off the job to do the things you want to do... 36. 0 O &;
k iﬂ Yes No %
‘, “I think this occupation is the ideal occupation for me because . . .” ‘§
E | Yes No ﬁ
} 37. you always have new problems to figure out 3.0 O ”
: 38. the job will always be there as long as you want it ... 3.0 0O
39. you get a chance to do things on your own without somebody
telling you how 3.0 O
3 40. it’s easy to get noticed by the boss for doing a good job ... 4.0 0O
' 41. you work with a group of people whom you get to know real well 41. O O
42. the work is a challenge and you can take pride in a job well done 42. 0 O
43. you tell other people what to do and how to do it 43. 0 O
‘ 44. you get pleasure from helping in some small way to make the
5 world a better place 4.0 0
, 45. you can “let your hair down” and express yourself 45.0 O
; 46. people look up to you 4.0 O
s 47. there’s nothing in it that will make you go against your conscience 47. 0 [
‘ 48. you can get help and advice from somebody when you need it....... 48. 0 O
Yes No
81
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

The purpose of this questionnaire is fo find out what you consider important or un-
important to have in your ideal job. Please answer the following statements in
terms of kow important or unimportant it is to you in determining an ideal
job for you.

The Industrial Relations Center at the University of Minnesota needs this information in
its research program. On the basis of your answers and those of thousands of other
individuals throughout the nation, we hope to get a better understanding of what peo-
ple consider important or unimportant to an ideal jok.

On the following pages you will find statements about work.

v e ey

e Read each statement carefully.

e Decide how important or unimportant it is to an ideal job for you, the
kind of job that you would most like to have.

—if you feel that it is absolutely essenticl to an ideal job, that you cannot
do without it, check the box under “Very Impt” (Very Important).

—if you feel that it is essential to an ideal job, but not quite very important,
check the box under “Impt’ (Important).

—if you feel that it is neither important nor unimportant fo an ideal job,
or you cannot make up your mind about the statement, check the box under
“N" (Neither). '

—if you feel that it is not essential to an ideal job, that it is not important,
check the box under “Not Impt” (Not Important).

—if you feel that it is not at all essential fo an ideal job, that you can
easily do without it, check the box under “Very Unimpt” (Very Unimportant).

e Remember: Keep the statement in mind when deciding how important or un-
important it is to an ideal job for you. :

e Do this for all statements. Please answer every item.

Be frank and honest. Give us a true picture of what you consider important or
unimportant in your ideal job.

85
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Ask yourself: How important is it fo an ideal job for me; the kind of job | would most like to have?

Very Impt. means very important; absolutely essential; cannot do without it.
Impt. means important (but not quite very important).

N means neither important nor unimportant; can't decide.

Not Impt. means not important (but not quite very unimportant).

Very Unimpt. means very unimportant; not essential at all; can do without it.

On my ideal job, how important is it that . . .

S5
The job would have good physical working conditions. []
My pay would be fair for the amount of work | do......... O
1 could feel secure about the job.........connn. - d

O
O
O
O

| could have variety in my work
| could have other workers look to me for direction........
i could do work that is well suited to my abilities.........
The job would carry high social position with it.....

The company would have definite policies towards its
employees. e - O

My supervisor and | would understand each other......... J
10. | could be active much of the time O

11. | could do things that don't go against my religiou -
BElIEfs. ... st s s

12. | could be responsible for planning my own work............
13. | would be noticed when | do a good job............cn.n.
14. | could see the results of the work | do......ooervvrcr.
15. | could advance on the job.
16. My supervisor would have a lot of technical “know-how.”

17. The people | work with would have a good spirit of
cooperation.

]
i
]
]
]
]

- O
18. | could be of service to others. J
]
]
]
]
]
]
]

O NOOG A WODN -~

A

19. | could do new and original things on my own..........
20. | could work by myself.
21. The job would have good working conditions.....................
22. | could make as much money as my friends................
23. The job would provide for a secure future
24. | could do different things from time to time.......oovn.
25. | could tell other workers how to do things......m..

000000000 OO0O0O0OO0 OoOo ooooooo e,
O00000000 O00000 OO0 OO00OO0O00O0 .
OO00000000 OO00000 OO0 OO000O00 me.e
ODO0O00O00000 OO0O000O OO0 Ogoooooo fe
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Very !mpt. means very imporfant; absolutely essential; cannot do without it.
Impt. means important (but not quite very important).
N means neither important nor unimporiant; can’t decide.

Not Impt. means not important (but not quite very unimporiant).

Very Unimpt. means very unimportant; not essential at all; can do without it.

Ask yourself: How important is it to an ideal job for me; the kind of job I would most like to have?

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
32.
40.
41.
42,

43.
44,
45,
46,
47.
48,

49,
50.

On my ideal job, how imporfant is it that . . .

| could do the kind of work | do best.... i
| could be “somebody” in the community..............c.

The company would administer its policies fairly..........
My boss would handle his men well
| could be “on the go” all the time

| could do things that don’t go against my conscience.
| could make decisions on my own..........

I would get full credit for the work | do......ourene

| couid take pride in a job well done

| could get ahead on the job...

My supervisor would make good decisions
| could develop close friendships with my co-workers........
| could be of service to other people.......imirrnn

| couid try something different on my own.

I could work alone on the fob.........mmmn o

Working conditions would be pleasant.

My pay would compare with that for similar jobs in
other companies.

The job would provide for steady employment...............
My work would not be routine or repetitive..........n.
| could supervise other people.....mmsmssnn

| could do something that makes use of my abilities.........
I could “rub elbows” with important people..........mmen

The company would keep its employees informed about
company policies.

My boss would back up his men (with top management).
| could be busy all the time

. 87
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Ask yourself: How important is it to an ideal job for me; the kind of job I would most like fo hove?

Very Impt. means very important; absolutely essential: cannot do without if.
Impt. means important (but not quite very important).

N means neither important nor unimpertant; can’t decide.

Not Impt. means not important (but not quite very unimportant).

Very Unimpt. means very unimporfant; not essential ot all; can do without it.

ry
nimpt.

On my ideal job, how important is it that . . .

ry
mpt.

Ve
U
Ve
|

51. | could do things that don’t harm other people.............
52. | could be responsible for the work of others..........
53. They would tell me when | do my job well...............
54. | could do something worthwhile.
55. Promotions would be given out fairly on the job............

556. My boss would delegate work to others.
57. My co-workers would be friendly........
58. | could help people.
59. | could develop new and better ways to do the job.........

60. | could be alone on the job...
61. The job would have good physical surroundings..............

62. The amount of work | do would be reflected in my pay.
63. It would be a steady job. '
64, | could do something different every day..........o....
65. | could tell people what to do.
66. | could make use of my abilities and skills.
67. | could have a definite place in the community..........
68. The company would put its policies into practice fairly.

69. My boss would take care of complaints brought to him
by his men.

70. | could be doing something much of the time.........

OO0000000000O000O0Oo0ooag

71. | could do the job without feeling | am cheating anyone.
72. | could be free to use my own judgment.

73. | could get recognition for the work | do......coonn.
74. | could do my best at all times.

OO000000 O00000O000O0OoOo0oOooogn e
OO0d00000 O0000000000OO00OoOOgoO0.
OO00O0000 OO00000000000000000 e
O000000 OO0O0CO00O0OoOogOoooOoooog

OOooooog

75. The job would provide an opportunity for advancement.
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Ask yourself: How important is it to an ideal job for me; the kind of job 1 would most like to have?

Very Impt. means very important; absolutely essential; cannot do without it.
Impt. means important (but not quite very important).

N means neither important nor unimportant; can’t decide.

Not impt. meuns not imporfant (but not quite very unimportant).

Very Unimpt. means very unimportant; not essential at all; can do without it.

On my ideal job, how importdnt is it that . . .

76. My boss would provide help on hard problems...............
77. My co-workers would be easy to make friends with.......
78. | could do things for other people.....................

79. | could try my own methods of doing the job...............
80. | could work independently of other people.................

81. The working conditions (heating, lighting, ventilation, etc.)
on the job would be good.......rir

82. My pay would compare well with that of other workers.
83. The job would avoid layoffs and transfers.................
84. | could do many different things on the job................
85. | could teil others what to do.............ooo
86. | could use my best abilities....... N
87. The job would give me importance in the eyes of others.
88. The company would treat its employees fairly.........

89. My boss and his men would have a good personal
relationship.

90. 1 could stay busy.......on

91. | could do the work without feeling that it is morally
wrong. ... R :

92. | could have a very responsible job.
93. 1 could get praise for doing a good job....
94. The job could give me a feeling of accomplishment........
95. There would be chances for advancement................

96. My boss would train his men well..............

97. My co-workers would get along with each other..........
98. 1 could be of some small service to other people.............
99. 1 could try out some of my own ideas

OO0000 &

ODO0O0000000 00O DO0DoOO0O000 OO0OooOoO e

OOoOo0oo0ooon

0000000000 OO OO0OoOooooOo ooooOods
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100. | could be away from other workers......
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

w3

Minnesota Importance Questionnaire
(Forced-choice Form)

CONFIDENTIAL

Industrial Relations Center ) ;

University of Minnesota

The purpose of this questionnaire is to find out what you consider im-
portant to have in your ideal job, the kind of job you would most like to have.

On the following bages you will find pairs of statements about work.

—Read each pair of statements carefully.

—Decide which statement of the pair is more important to you in your
ideal job.

R S S O SIETE5x Aot s, mg,

—Check the box to the right of the statement you choose in each pair.

TR

7

Do this for all pairs of statements. Work as rapidly as you can. Read each
pair of statements, mark your choice, then move on to the next pair. Be sure to

make a choice for every pair. Do not go back to change your answers to any
pairs.

228 TS RS

f Remember: you are to decide which statement of the pair is more im-
portant to you in your ideal job.

| MIQ: Form 3X November 1963
" Copyright 1963
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THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

Ask yourself: Which is more important to me in my ideal job?

a. I could do something that makes use of my abilities ... oo O a
1. or 1
b. The job could give me a feeling of accomplishment ... Ob
a. The job could give me a feeling of accomplishment O a
2 or 2 ;
b. I could be busy all the time Ob
a. I could be busy all the time Oa
3. or 3 :
b. The job would provide an opportunity for advancement ............. Ob
a. The job would provide an opportunity for advancement ............ O a ’
4, or _ 4
b. I could tell people what to do N Ob
a. I could tell people what to do O a
5. or 5
b, The company would administer its policies fairly Ob
a. The company would administer its policies fairly Oa
6. or 6
b. My pay would compare well with that of other workers ........... Ob
a. My pay would compare well with that of other workers ............. O a
7. or : 7
b. My co-workers would be easy to make friends with
a. My co-workers would be easy to make friends with
8. or
. I could try out some of my own ideas

p T

. I could try out some of my own ideas
9, or
. I could work alone on the job

o

a. I could work alone on the job
10. or
b. I could do the work without feeling that it is morally wrong ... Ob

Ask yourself: Which is more important to me in my ideal job?

a. I could do the work without feeling that it is morally wrong ... O a
11. or 11

b. I could get recognition for the work I do Ob

a. I could get recognition for the work I do O a
12, or 12

b. I could make decisions on my own Ob

a. I could make decisions on my own O a
13. or 13

b. The job would provide for steady employment Ob

a. The job would provide for steady employment Oa
14, or 14

b. I could do things for other people Ob

91




15,

[

16.

» T

17.

p» T

18.

P g

19,

P T

20.

a. I could do things for other people
b.

. I could be “somebody” in the community

. I could do something different every day

. My boss would train his men well

MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

or
I could be “somebody” in the community

or
. My boss would back up his men (with top management) ...

. My boss would back up his men (with top management) .............
or
. My boss would train his men well

My boss would train his men well
or
. I could do something different every day

or
. The job would have good working conditions

or
. The job would have good working conditions
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Appendix B

(N = 2,309)

Table B-1. MIQ item means and standard deviations: Total employed group

Item

Mean

Standard
Deviation

Item

Mean

Standard
Deviation

10.
11,
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.

25.
26.
217.
28.
29,
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42,
4.
45.
46.
417.
48.
49.
50.

LOoADm N

42
4.3
44
41
34
44
29
42
44
4.0
4.0
3.8
39
4.2
43
4.0
4.3
41
3.8
3.3
4.3
36
44
4.0
3.2
4.3
3.0
43
4.3
33
4.2
3.9
39
43
43
4.3
38
4.0
3.8
31
4.2
4.2
44
3.8
3.1
4.2
2.6
42
44
4.0

.88
.84
.86
.90
.96
.82
1.03
.86
.83
87
1.08
.89
90
a7
.89
.98
a7
81
90
1.06
.80
1.02
84
.80
96
18
99
8
79
1.04
92
.82
87
75
.80
18
94
.80
.88
1.05
.80
.83
81
95
97
a7
1.01
.82
84
.82

51,
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
7.
78.
79.
80.
81,
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
8s.
89.
90.
9l.
92.

93.

94,

95.

96.

917.

98.

99.
100.

42
32
3.8
4.2
4.3
3.6
4.1
4.0
41
30
4.1
4.0
44
34
29
4.2
33
4.3
4.2
4.0
4.2
4.0
4.0
4.3
4.3
4.2
4.0
3.9
3.9
3.2
4.3
4.2
4.3
3.8
3.0
4.2
31
44
4.2
4.0
4.3
3.8
3.7
4.2
4.2
4.2
4.2
4.0
39
2.6

.83
94
.86
a3
.80
93
a3
78
82
1.03
84
91
76
97
96
78
1.00
.80
82
78
.82
78
83
J5
82
81
.80
.80
.83
1.01
84
85
87
.88
.96
1
1.06
a7
.89
.80
.85
92
97
78
84
.80
.76
.76
84
1.00

s
i
o
‘a4
3
:
]
|

ST PR A S

SN w WS B T AUUPRLL A\ PO IPIVE S R e L

TR n
AR SEYUE ¥ ;

S

e e g

ST

RN PP TN

NG YA

€




MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

O T T A e S P S A A O PN e

*papTwIo sjurod [EWIIRP :9ION

€ € P, €0 29 G 9 95 € € PG 89 H. 9, 60 69 GG 9L WL T suorjipuo) SUILIOM ‘03
60 e LT S % 69 Lb € 9% 2 IS¢ PS €9 P& 8% 65 99 9 £pLIe) ‘61
8 60 69 0. S 09 G 9T 65 P 69 6L 61 €L 65 8L @GL [edIuydsL—uoisiatedng ‘g1
% L9 € ¥ 8 19 ¥ 65 € 89 ¥ ST GL 65 08 9L suorjer
-3} uewni—uoIsiazadng 41
80 00 88 % 90— 98 92 II 8 0 09 €I AL 80 [ " snjejs 1eos ‘ol
729 65 0S 99 9T 19 IL €C 89 TT 65 €9 6L pL 30IATOS [ERO0S "Gl
b 2 %9 60 2 S99 TL 9L 60 SL 65 ©PL CL £1noes ‘$1
9 4p 98 08 0C G GG 65 09 9OC g9 g Aymiqisuodsay ‘g1
¢ 1 96 €5 69 65 €€ ¥ S 99 99 UOIIus023y gl
90 8F 68 O0C 49 LO GG 8p QL g s senyeA [BIOIN LT
I8 SI 12 60 G8 QI LT 9L QI souspuadopur ‘oT
6 16 66 T 99 8% €L 69 £1a11891) °6
66 89 8T 09 09 ¥%. 69 SI8yI0M-0D °8
69 T3 G, TG 69 Gg uorjesuadwio)) °4
1 #L 8¢ 08 LL saonjoeld
pue sapIjod LAueduio) ‘9
¢ 0e 61 &I fpoyny °g
FO Ll g — JUSTIROURADY b
L9 29 £)IAPV €
0 e —— JUSWIBASIYOY g
........................ gowmemﬁme hﬁmﬁmﬁﬂ< -.H
6T 8T AT 9T ST #%#I €1 3 II O 6 8 L 9 G 4 g 4 1 S[qEBlIEA

(20§ = N) °ojdwns pajqosIP dYM XIDW UOHD|III0dIdJUl I|BdS DIW °Z-9 2qpL

94

Q

G e Provided by ERiC

|




L

THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

-pojjiwio sjpuiod [BWIDAP :9JON

ee $9 69 Pl IC 99 <S¢ ¢Sy €5 ST Iy 89 L& 1L g1 W S 99 ~ suonIpuo) SurIOM 08
o ¥ IE 9 €5 T9 65 L& S€ P9 Ov 68 68 66 Iy GG ¢S £1o1aBA 61
L ¥ IS 79 9 6V € 8 9y 89 € 69 G¢ 66 8¢ 99 65 [eoruyddL—uolsiazadng g1
9T 19 9 2 6 8 6I B € 65 18 08 99 66 &L 0L i suonjeldy -
uewngg—uoistaradng A1
2z 11 O S 20 & g 18 € 0 95 02 08 £g G ~ snejs [eos ‘o1
6b €6 8¢ 65 ¢ 8 9 96 8 G 8 8¢ 0L 1AIDg [0S "Gl
o 9 % 61 g 99 19 69 LT 99 9% 99 £1mdeg §1
0c Ob 98¢ S. g GSF 9b 65 LS 9§ <9 ALyrpqrsuodsey ‘gl
0c 08 ¥ O 66 8 G G6 € 8¢ g T uonuS099y ‘gl
OT 95 ¥ Tp 9 90 @& Ly €9 g9 T sonpeA [eIoI TT
g 0z S ¥I L8 ¢ST S€ ¥G douapuadapuf 01
¢ S 05 Ob 99 G5 89 £1anean) 6
8 99 g@ €5 2C 99 g9 T SI9YI0M-0D) '8
9¢ 08 99 ¢S¥ 19 uorjesuadwo) L
60 0L %S &L soonoeld
pue samdrjod Auedwo) °9
e 9¢ & LU Loy g
gp QL LG JUSWIBOUBADY B
09 9§ LAV €
gg JUSWDASIYDY T
........................ uonjezIA AMIIAV ‘T
61 91 AT 91T St ¥ € 3dT 11 0T 6 8 L 9 g i € 4 1 S[qerIBA

(cst = N) dnoif PIqRSIP-UCU JYM XIIDW UOUR|IAI0dIdJUL J|RS DIW €4 ajgqny

95

Q

IC

ys

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

ok ot At Ay Coers
227, RIE NI EE St

ias, S St

*pajrwo sjurod [ewrodp :9ION

b €0 €8 95 6 TL L0 S 0 95 A5 T SUoI}Ipuo) SUIIOM ‘03
€6 08 €5 P& L L8 S 8 Sb ¥ L Lyerre) 61
6c 0z %» 8 P 89 62 G 2 09 €5 [edruydd—uorsiaredng g1
3 80 .8 2 0S5 €. €I 5 SF 85 €S suorjeray
uewWni—uoIsiazadng L1
22 Ch ZH 08 G2 €2 GO BE L8 QF QF ~ snyeIs 181008 ‘Ol
8¢ 3z 16 I9 S8 G Th LE LG €9 gG me 501AISS [B190S "Gl
6b S0 P& € 95 99 O 3% ¥ 8¢ £1andeg pI
¥ o 89 TP €8 TP 29 ¢S G¢ 8¢ Lyrqrsuodsay gl
D T — uonIug099y g1
€1 88 2¢ P 8 LT 68 S 8¢S saneA [eIol ‘11
L6 80 ST %0 0S5 8 68 T3 souspuadapur 01
66 L& 68 € 1P 0S5 €S £1A19831D) °6 <
P — SI9¥I0M-00) 8
$S 62 P L8 3S uorjesuaduwio) 4
ST 19 € €9 saanoelg
pue sardrfod Aueduio) -9
e S8 P& &g Ljproyny g
P JUSWIBOURAPY P
8 0S AAIPY g
e —— JUSUIBAIIYDY g
........................ vonezImA ANIAY T
6T 8T 4T 9T ST P € 3T 1L OT 6 8 L 9 ¢ ¥ € T 1 a[qerIeA

{#ZS = N) dnosb injjod-anjq PIJIHISUON IXIIIDW UCHN]IAI0IAJut 3]03S DIW *b=F qoL

Q

IC

JAFuiToxt provided by ERIC

E




Y S T K T R R AR

*popIuio sjpurod [BWIdDp 90N

THE MEASUREMENT OF VOCATIONAL NEEDS

b g7l g VS 6g 18 Lb 80 61 9% 6V 6 €0 b 8g "™ SuopIpuo) SUIYIOM ‘03
6e Lz 92 08 T Oy 8 €8¢ P& 68 L€ e L& 8E 117 £)o1re 61
69 32¢ L& 0S ov 66 L& 9T @28 &S 68 6v 9¢ &b w TeoruydsI—uosiazadng "8l
2 98 9¢ O0b e Lv 60 L VS v €9 ¢ W 4 suorje[ay
uewnpg—uorsiazadng LI
12 1 9 P& 0 8 98¢ % 8 ol 19 €¢ 61 snje)s [Br0S 91
% 9 12 €8 11 05 8 ¥ L& TP 9z g — 901A19S TEI00S 'C1
o¢ e Ip TI 92 Ob 16 95 O €S 6¢ £31nd3s 1
.HW Om mm .H h. mm .HM" mm h.@ Ow mw .................................... »nuﬁmﬂmwﬂmogwmm .m.m
gz 92 ¢ 08 g ¥ 18 OF ¥e uonrugodsy gl
g1 ¥ 2% 3Te 08 W0 G¢ |57 ~ sonfeA Teloll 'I1
.Hm vc °N mc N-m m.ﬂ 8 .................................... mugmvgmgmva -o.ﬂ
pe 92 Lz S8 G€ 14 £31A13891D) 6
ge cp Pz L T —— SI9I0M-0D °8
ge 61 ¢S 572 uorjesusdwio) °L
€T 8% LS saorjoeld
pue samrI[od Luedwo) 9
13 91 £oymy g
gg — JGSWIOUBADY b
17 APATPV '€
| VA JUSWBASIYDIY ‘T
........................ uonezNNN ANMAVY °T
)1 9T ¢ ¥ €1 g 1 0T 6 8 L 9 S ¥ 1 J[qerreA

(ZZE = N) dnoab anjj03-3}1YMm PI}IPISUON

" e e o
o TN 19 .

IX1A3DW UOKN]SAI0213ul NS DIW °S-4 d19P1

97

A ruiToxt provided by ERic

E o



R AT R

o SRR

lnjlnun;qmrfwﬂ»\ngﬁhw.&hrr

AR S TR pae v ey moloman ST AT T R SR

MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

‘papruio sjurod [RWTIIBP :3)0N

86 L& 3B& ©0 Lz 8 8T 12 %€ 92 % e e T 10— 62 S 1€ suonIpuo) SuiIOM ‘03 ]
€ 1€ 92 <S¢ 32 9 W 08 ¥ ¥ IF 62 92 6I 92 65 € &)81IeA 61
8 ¥ 0 e ¥ v L8 L 9 LG 98 T 9 ¥ b 6F O0v [edruyd3L—uolstaradng 81 ;
60 8 € € ¢ e 9T 68 0SS I¥ 99 L0 3 <S¢ 6% 1¥ suonjedy
ueump—uoisiaradng Al
02 60 € 1¢ 8 0¢ 8 T % 00 9¢ 9T 61 3T 8O T snjels feroog 91 ;
Z 9% 92 € 1 9¢ P ST 8¢ 1€ P¥& 6F 98 Lp " S01AJ3S TBIo0S 61 h
I 1€ ¢ 61 92 %W ¢ 9% W0 9% 1€ & ¢S Lumodg p1
am cm mN ch- wN vﬂ QN mw vv am av N-m .................................... hﬁapmmgogwm -mﬂ ;
61 9 ¢ 8 9y 8 65 9 8 ¢CSb 8¢ uontusodsy gl 1
O 88 68 32 68 PO €8 88 §p GF ~ senfeA TRIOW 1T .\L
I 92 82 II ST 10— 88 OF Q -~ souspuadapuy 01 o ‘
66 % ¢& € 68 Oy 9 LP £naness) 6 ?
V¢ 8 80 € 9 6V 8P SI9xI0M-0D) "8
b 40 08 02 08 Lg — worjesuaduwio)) ‘1,
00— 8 ¢€ 0 9P ssonoead
pue sardrfed LAueduwio) 9
8T 8T ¢8I 11 Luroymy g
P R R — JUSWSOURADY B
IS T1¥ A1ATOY g
gy — JUSWISASIYOY 2
........................ uonjezmA ANTIAY T
6T 8T AT 9T ST % € 2T 11T Of 6 8 L 9 ¢ i € ' 1 S[qerIeA

(SYS — N) dnoaB ipjjo3=a4Iym PIINIS XIDW UOID]ILI0IIGUI QDIT DIW ‘9§ oL

IC

Aruntoxt provided by Eic:




AR i

. e o et g e i T AT DT TR
AT R AT e e e e e S tatis S T SRR Dot 5. s EENCUSINESIEEEES s

DSV SURYS ISR e PN

*papIwo sjurod [Ewoap 90N

20 S0 TI 30—32 9¢ TI—20 @B LT 2 38 90 03 9T— 00— € €0 80° " SUOKIPUO) SULIOM °0Z

92 08 %2 62 2T % @ ¥ 3 & 02 12 08 € 03 ¥ o 9 L91IEA 61
6c 02 ¢© ¢ b 62 o B ¢S €& W ¥ ¢ 68 O & 18T TesruydsL—uoisiazedng g1
0 0 S8 18 .8 1¢ ¥ Or €8 8 1I& B 8T P& IE 9P cg suonePy
m uewny—uoIsiadng LT
m w.ﬂ Q.H mm Nm w.ﬂ mm P.H MN Qm MQ Qw MN N.H PQ P.H ....................................... msﬂmuw .H“.moow ow.ﬂ
3 w2 92 9T 88 Iz € ¥ O 6 8T L0 TIE 8 8 T 901AISS [EI90S ST
2 00— OT 68 90 T0—¢Sh 3BT 8 S0— 3l LI 8 61 £JINIBS B
m b b Ol € Of S8 28 48 L O0p €& Lp Symorsuodsey €1
Mw IT 1€ 6T ¢S 0s 8 68 ¢S OT S8 V¢ . uonIusoddy ‘gl
& 60 Tz 6 00 ZE T 80 L% 88 68 T w SON[RA TIORT “TT
B IT 02 61 6S0— % 90— 02 €0 " aouspuadapuy 01 o
o VI € LI 68 98 Sb €S fuanesid g O
b4 IT € €0 00— 3T ¥#I 61 SIayIoMm-0D '8
m ST 62 T8 6L I Tg ~ uoresusduIo) °4
= 12 63 61 88 L2 seanpoRIg
w pue samrog Luedwo) 9
= 18 3 % 6l faoyny ¢
g o ae e it
2! 1w e £1A10Y g
) gg s AUSUISASTYOY g
............ oo QOTYOZHRN ANMIAY T
6T 8 4T 9T ST ¥ € &SI 1T Of 6 8 A 9 ¢ 4 € 4 1 IrqerieA

(ZS§1 = N) dnosB [PLIGBRUDY :XIIDW UCKHN|IAI0NIU! NS DIW °L-§ 91901

.wll.aix..i.l.i\‘l.!,..

Q

A i Toxt Provided by ERIC

|



Takle B-8. Communalities and estimated communalities for occupational groups
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MINNESOTA STUDIES IN VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION

Variable

Communality

SMCe

NBC NWC SWC M

NBC NWC SWC M

A Ul N =

W 0 =

10.
11.

12,

13.
14,
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.
20.

. Activity
. Advancement
. Authority
. Company Policies and

. Compensation
. Co-workers
. Creativity

. Ability Utilization ...
. Achievement

............. 56 60 49 4

69 72 61 59

48 34 40 35

49 46 42 32

68 68 61 49

Practices

3 56 55 29

47 36 26 34

52 42 48 58

5 51 57 59

Independence

38 23 18 22

Moral Values

46 33 36 39

Recognition

41 4 29 47

Responsibility ...

Security

............. 69 67

69 72
60 55 40 38

Social Service ...

Social Status

............. 50 37 4 35

49 43 39 39

Supervision—Human
Relations

62 57 54 46

Supervision—Technical

Variety

............... 63 49 55 45

39 39 36 38

Working Conditions ...

............. 63 52 29 22

62 63 54 45
70 75 68 59
85 47 52 44
56 54 55 45
65 64 60 53

72 56 5 43
52 4 47 37
58 53 52 54
59 57 62 62
39 28 40 35
51 40 42 41
50 47 41 47
7 70 70 70
59 56 43 38
60 53 55 42
52 47 41 42

64 64 62 52
64 57 62 49
4 49 49 42

62 53 3¢ 28

Note: decimal points omitted.

2 Estimated communalities: squared multiple correlation coefficients.
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